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Graduation Class of 2020
On Friday 23rd October, the College held the Graduation for the Class of 2020 in the Paul Rafter
Centre. The ceremony was celebrated with a Mass, followed by the presentation of the Graduation
Certificates and Community Awards, and concluded with a shared supper for parents, staff and
invited guests.

The College is very appreciative to everyone who attended or supported this significant event. We
extend our thanks to Father Dariusz and Father Marion for concelebrating the Mass, Mr Andrew
Donaldson, Assistant Deputy Principal Year 12 and Campus Ministry, Mrs Michelle Smith, Assistant
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Deputy Principal Year 11, Mrs Janet Flematti, Care Group Teacher of Dunlea A, Mrs Crystal Blaze
Care Group Teacher of Dunlea B, Mr Jeb Hendricks, Care Group Teacher of Evans A, Mrs Daphne
Peters, Care Group Teacher of Evans B, Mr Paul McAuley, Care Group Teacher of Golding A, Miss
Rachael Thomson, Care Group Teacher of Golding B, Mrs Peggy Fitzgerald, Care Group Teacher
of McGarry A, Mrs Janice Bell and Miss Cherie Milne, Care Group Teachers of McGarry B and the
College Mass Band led by Mrs Inez McGinley, for their contribution in organising the event.
We extend our appreciation to Mrs Clare Sobey, Canteen Manager and the College Canteen staff
and Mrs Lee-Ann Alcock, President of the Parent Group, for their assistance in decorating and
catering the function.

There were several awards presented during the evening.
Mary MacKillop Medals for Excellence and Achievement
To help our Community learn more about St Mary MacKillop and to promote her strong commitment
to education, the Mary MacKillop Medal is awarded annually to Year 12 students at the Mass. These
Awards are for exceptional student achievement, requiring excellence and consistency in every
course (or closest to), for Years 7 to 12.
There are two categories for the medal. The Mary
MacKillop Medal for Achievement is for a Year 12
student who achieves or closest to all “A” grades for
all courses from Year 7 to Year 12. The Mary
MacKillop Medal for Excellence is for the
development of personal life skills, and is awarded to
a Year 12 student who achieves consistently for the
learning attributes in all, or closest to all, courses in
Year 7 to Year 12, and excellent for the Care Group
Teacher’s criteria.
The 2020 Mary MacKillop Medal for Achievement
(Academic) and Excellence (Attributes) was
presented to Jayde Hilson.
Community Award Winners
The 2020 Caltex Best All Rounder Award and ADF Long Tan Youth Leadership & Teamwork Award
were presented to Harrison Cook. The 2020 Porter Leadership Prize was awarded to Traci Grimes.
The 2020 Student Citizenship Award from the City of Wanneroo was presented to Jana Lombard.
On behalf of the Graduating Class of 2020, we would like to thank their parents, guardians, families
and staff for supporting and guiding our Year 12 students to become the best versions of themselves.
We wish the Graduating Class of 2020 every success with their future endeavours.

World Teacher’s Day
Today 30th October, is the day Australia celebrates World Teacher’s Day. We recognise all our staff
as teachers as we all learn from each other and the students learn from us with the caring and
positive manner we support them.
Thank you to you all for your
selfless,
compassionate,
enthusiastic
and
resilient
contribution to our students, each
other and the wider school
community.
Chelsea’s prayer on Tuesday
provided an excellent reflection of
the significant impact of all staff members for the excellence of our College community.
May we give thanks to God for the gift of the ordinary days.
May we cultivate extraordinary lives not by doing extravagant things, but by becoming exceptional
people shaped by the Scriptures, marked by God’s grace, pursuing holiness in every endeavour.
May we release our misled ideas of how to achieve greatness on our own, and instead fix our eyes
on the Saviour who has already done the greatest work of all for us.
May our ordinary lives be beautiful vessels for God’s divine purposes.
And as we move through the ordinary, may we see with clear eyes that Christ is there too.
Amen.
The Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) features the report Teaching a
Valued Profession which has the key messages:
Teachers are more valued by the community than they think.
The way teachers are perceived in society can impact the entire career lifecycle; from recruitment,
retention, job satisfaction and performance.
There is a positive correlation between how teachers are perceived and student achievement.
Negatively skewed portrayals of teaching in the media do not appear to match community
sentiments.
Recognition of teaching expertise, can contribute to improving the status of teaching — consequently
attracting high-quality candidates to the profession and retaining a strong workforce.
The report can be found on the AITSL website https://www.aitsl.edu.au/research/spotlight/teachinga-valued-profession

Dressed by Vinnies & 2020 Christmas Appeal
On Tuesday 27th October, our staff and students participated in the Dressed by Vinnies Day. The
students looked fabulous with most of them dressing up after purchasing items from the St Vinnies
stores.
We raised $617.00 which was a great effort and all the proceeds will go towards purchasing gift cards
for our Christmas Appeal hampers.
The prizes for best dressed went to Lily Johnson 9EA and Thomas Fisher from 9DA, congratulations
to you both.
We appreciate your generosity.

2020 has truly been a memorable year in so many ways! For many people, Christmas is all about
family, spending time together, sharing a meal and creating meaningful memories. These moments
are precious. But what if you couldn't provide a meal for your family, or even a home? This is the
reality many Australian families face this Christmas, and many of these can be found in our local
communities of Butler and the surrounding suburbs.
At this time of the year, it is important to think of those less
fortunate than ourselves and where possible, give
generously to alleviate stress, brighten the season and
restore the dignity to those in need. Each year, tens of
thousands of Australians experience homelessness at
Christmas. Others, battle misfortune, with significant debt
due to the loss of a job, expensive medical bills, violence or
mental illness.
‘The St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal’ has been
running at Irene McCormack College for almost 20 years. In that time, hundreds of families have
enjoyed a happier Christmas due to our beautiful Christmas hampers, which our staff and students,
working in Care Groups, have generously donated and put together.
On Tuesday at the ‘Dressed by Vinnie’s Assembly’ students were provided with a list of essential
items for each hamper. Students will be allocated a specific product to bring in, to help make the
lives of people in our local community brighter this Christmas. You may be asked to bring treats, soft
drinks, essential food items, Christmas decorations etc.
Let’s join together for one last time in 2020, to show how generous and loving our College Community
can be! We appreciate your generosity.

Thank you to Mrs Janice Bell and Miss Cherie Milne for their excellent co-ordination of the St Vincent
de Paul Appeals.

Djuki Mala Excursion
Direct from Elcho Island, Djuki Mala (Djuki meaning ‘bird’ with a Yolngu accent and Mala meaning
‘mob’) performed a high-energy and stunning fusion of traditional Indigenous culture, contemporary
dance and storytelling.
Since their 2007 clip of
‘Zorba the Greek’ went viral,
they’ve been consistently
thrilling audiences with
reinterpretations of popular
culture
and
traditional
dances in a way that
juxtaposes
contemporary
Yolngu culture.
The show tells the genesis
of Djuki Mala, interspersed
with multimedia and gives
audiences the opportunity to
experience some of the
more intimate moments and
turning points that have
shaped them, in a show that
is a marvel of timing, comedy and clowning, with a hefty dose of heart and soul!

On Wednesday 28th October, I had the privilege of going to the Djuki Mala dance workshop. Djuki
Mala is a group of four Aboriginal men performing a contemporary style dance that had traditional
movements in it. They did a demonstration and then for the next two hours taught us the dance which
we performed with them in one big group. I enjoyed the day getting to hear their stories and their
cultural connections. And of course, the pleasure of meeting Djuki Mala. Mihi Wells 11MA

Mr Aaron Smith
Aboriginal Liaison Officer

Year 9 Career Incursion
Last week, Year 9 students participated in a Career Incursion lead by guest speakers from Murdoch
University. The day focussed on the student post school pathways and catered for interests from
Microbiology and Animal Science, to Video Game Design, Art and Japanese.
Over the course of the day, the students participated in a wide range of activities designed to engage
and motivate them to find something they enjoy and potentially something they could see themselves
doing as a career path in the future. The year group also came together for a pizza lunch on the

lawn, and had a Career Quiz about General, VET and ATAR pathways through upper school. Thank
you to Mrs Chris Tonkin, the College’s Career Counsellor who put in a huge amount of work to
organise the day.

Mr Matthew Byrne
Assistant Deputy Principal Year 9

Politics and Law – a flipped classroom
This Term, in preparation for exams, the Year 11 Politics and Law class have been experimenting
with a ‘flipped classroom’ pedagogical approach to study for their exam. A ‘flipped classroom’ is
where the ‘roles’ are reversed, and students take control of guiding and facilitating the learning.

I have been sitting at the back: monitoring, providing
feedback, and mostly, enjoying watching the process.
In pairs, students were allocated a specific syllabus
point, and then had 3 lessons to prepare a 15-minute
lesson that facilitates the rest of the class studying this
syllabus point. Students chose to engage the rest of
the class in a number of different ways, including,
cahoots, quizzes, tutorials, videos, debates,
placemat/jigsaw activities and a recreation of ‘The
Chase’.
Once lessons were planned, students were allocated a date to present. I believe that if students are
able to teach their peers, then they have completely and authentically understood the content
themselves. ‘By teaching others, you will learn yourself’ – G.I. Gurdjieff
Mr Kieran Parkes
Politics and Law Teacher

Musicians Lunch
On Thursday October 29th, the annual Musicians lunch was held for all students who have been
involved in extra-curricular groups throughout the year.

The student’s commitment to the music program has been demonstrated by their regular attendance
at rehearsals and performances which they have done with enthusiasm, professionalism and as
wonderful representatives of the College. We thank our musicians for continuing to share their talents
with our College community and Mrs Rosalie Richardson for her organisation of the event.
Mrs Erica Royle
Music Teacher

Sounds at Sunset
Sounds at Sunset will be held on Thursday, 12 th November. All College Ensembles and Bands will
be performing in the under-croft.
Students who are interested in performing a solo, duet, or student-driven band at the concert, should
complete an audition form, available from the Performing Arts Office, and return it by Friday, 30th
October. Auditions will be held in Week 4.
Tickets are now on sale for $2 available from the Performing Arts Office.

Mrs Rosalie Richardson
Music Secretary

Sports
Sports Awards Night
We look forward to reflecting on the year in sport this coming Monday evening in the Paul Rafter
Centre. Award winners and parents are reminded the event will commence at 6:00pm and students
are asked to wear full winter uniform.
CAS Sport
Our Year 8 and 9 students, are currently playing in the delayed winter netball and soccer competitions
on Wednesday afternoons. Our first games were against Mater Dei before we hosted Peter Moyes
in this week’s fixtures. The standard of play and effort displayed by all teams so far has been very
impressive. Games against Prendiville (away) next week, and Lake Joondalup (home) will round out
the season.
Year 7 Lightning Carnival
A reminder that we are offering training sessions for all students in the lead up to this carnival on 24th
November. These are not compulsory, but we’d certainly encourage any interested students to

attend, regardless of ability. It will be a fantastic opportunity to learn about the sport and get some
practice in. It was terrific to see so many Year 7s getting involved this week. These sessions will run
for another two weeks.
Training days are:
Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Wednesdays:
Thursdays:

Netball
Volleyball and Soccer
Basketball
Touch

Training begins straight after school and goes until 4:00pm. Sport uniform is required, and students
should bring a water bottle.

WA All Schools Athletics Championships
Across this weekend we have several students competing in the Western Australia, All Schools
Athletics Championships at the State Athletics Stadium. This event is open to all secondary school
students and always attracts fields of high quality. We will share results of our talented competitors
next week.
Mr Ben Dyer
Head of Sports

Football & Soccer Academies Trials

Reflection
Solemnity of All Saints/ All Saints Day
All Saints' Day is a holy day of the Catholic Church celebrated annually on the 1st November. The
day is in honour of all saints of the Church who have attained heaven. It should not be confused with
All Souls' Day, which is observed on the 2nd November, and is dedicated to those who have died and
not yet reached heaven.
First reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second reading:
Gospel:

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14
Psalms 24:1BC-2, 3-4AB, 5-6
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12A

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he
had sat down, his disciples came to him. He began to teach them,
saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the
clean of heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God. Blessed are they who are
persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and
utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.”
Today’s gospel reading
comes
from
the
beginning of Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount.
The Beatitudes teach us
how Jesus wants us to
live as His followers and
can be understood as a
framework for Christian
living. We live in a world
where success is based
on wealth, but Jesus
says we are to be “poor
in spirit.” The world tells
us to seek pleasure, but
Jesus says, “Blessed
are those who mourn.”
The world tells us to
seek power, but Jesus
says be “meek.” Furthermore, the world says honour and the approval of others is important, but
Jesus says, “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness.” Hence, the
Beatitudes are the “how to” of sainthood. Saints are “meek”; they are “pure of heart”; they are
“merciful”; they are “peacemakers” and they “hunger and thirst for righteousness.” God’s children are
even willing to be persecuted and insulted for the sake of Christ. Therefore, if you want to be a saint,
seek these things. Strive to align yourself with the beatitudes and, if you find it difficult, just remember,
“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven”. Simply put, it’s all worth it in the end.
Mrs Daphne Peters
Campus Ministry

Photos Online

Follow the link below and
enter the access code
IRMCCC44, to order you
Sports or Special photos.

https://fotoworks.fotomerchant.com/categories/irene-mccormack/2020-sports-specials-irenemccormack
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Mr Robert Marshall
Principal

