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College Response to Covid – 19
The last week has seen a significant shift in the delivery of secondary education for students and
staff. From the familiarity of the presence of students and teacher in a class, being indoors or off
campus, to having teachers at school or in some instances home delivering lessons to students in a
classroom or at home. The transition has been almost seamless.
To be able to make this transition in such a manner is the result of the efforts of staff over many years
to develop our digital technology to the present level. We acknowledge the endeavours of:
•
Our IT Systems Team of Mr Geoff Currie and Mr Giles Coley, with the support of BizQuip
Solutions for our IT hardware and JB HiFi Solutions for supplying most of the student laptops.
•
Our curriculum leaders and teaching staff who have developed the software capabilities of
Microsoft Teams and One-Note and SEQTA, to provide the platforms for the student digital
learning experiences. I acknowledge the work of Mrs Peggy Fitzgerald, Mr Fred Lafitte, Mr Matt
Byrne and all teachers who assist each other to develop their skills with the digital platforms.
•
The Heads of Learning Area and teachers who have selected and adapted digital texts for
students, particularly Years 7-10. We are proud that we cover the license fees for these texts
from family school fees, to reduce book list expense which offsets the cost of laptops.
•
The dedication and effort of all teachers to provide the lessons for remote learning, who are
supported by Mr Andrew Billingsley and our Assistant Deputy Principals.
•
Our support staff who provide invaluable support to our students, and families and teachers.
Particular mention is given to Mrs Hayley Engelbrecht and the office staff who have managed
the student attendance process. We thought the absences due to the Yanchep bushfires in
December presented challenges, it was only a warm-up for what has been managed in the last
week.
Later in newsletter, we have published many parent and student comments recognising the valuable
work of our staff.
Whilst we are pleased with the transition to remote learning, we realise there is much to be
undertaken. The College staff are very aware that the contact with students, following the daily school
timetable is foremost a pastoral care opportunity, checking on the well-being of students and families.
It is vital as we venture further into the remote leaning experience, that we have the support of parents
to assist teachers by ensuring the students ‘check in’ for each period.
Please continue on page 8

Hairspray
This week, students and staff involved in Hairspray had their final (and only) performance/filming of
the production.
Students had spent all day on Saturday rehearsing to perfect the show for the camera and were
amazing. Their positive attitude and commitment to the show despite everything that has unfolded
over the last week was truly incredible.
Parish Information
Clarkson Parish
St Andrew’s Catholic Church
Parish Priest. Fr. Dariusz Basiaga
Tel. 9407 7512
Email. standrewsclarkson@gmail.com
http://www.standrewsclarkson.com/

Yanchep & Lancelin Pastoral Area
Parish Priest. Fr. Augustine Puthota.
Tel. 9561 2172

Ocean Reef Parish
St Simon Peter Catholic Church
Parish Priest. Fr. Franciszek Kot
Tel. 9300 4885
Email. stsimon@westnet.com.au

Following on from Sunday
nights address by Scott
Morrison, we had to cut
Monday’s rehearsal out and go
straight into filming first thing in
the morning. We had to be
done and out of the theatre by
12pm. Students were informed
at 6:30am, but again despite all
this were so positive and
energetic.
The final filming went perfectly!
Every single student bought
their A game and I truly believe that had everybody had the chance to see the show you would have
loved it and been as equally proud of the students as we were.

Peter Moyes staff are currently working on editing our film and once ready,
all family members of those involved will receive a copy. Until then, please
enjoy the beautiful photos captured by Mrs Rosalie Richardson.
Mrs Kylie Langdon
Head of Performing Arts

Home Economics
Year 10 Fashion & Textiles
In Fashion & Textiles we have started making Tote Bags. There was a wide
variety of different colours and fabrics to choose from.
The projects I am looking forward to are making pyjama shorts, new garments
and getting creative with new products.
I see an improvement in my quality of work after every practical class. The
course is very enjoyable as Miss La Macchia puts in a huge effort to make sure
everyone is satisfied with their projects.
We started with the basic sewing machine rules to ensure our safety and that
we are using the sewing machines correctly.
Katie Nguyen 10MB
Year 7 Breakfast Task
The Year 7 Home Economics
class were required to research
what makes a healthy breakfast,
produce a food order, and cook
and create their own breakfast.
They all did a wonderful job with
pleasing results. See below the
comments some students said
about their Home Economics
lessons and their task.
I like trying new things every day
and I liked my breakfast because
it was actually tasty.
Nathan Osborne 07DB
I enjoy cooking because it is fun to work with friends and my breakfast was tasty.
Dansen McDonald 07DA
I love cooking because food makes me happy and I love to eat my food.
Mason Martin Hyde 07DA
I love cooking because I get to be creative and get to have fun with my friends.
Olivia Hoxey 07MB

I really love cooking because the teacher teaches me to cook and that makes me become more
independent.
Makaila Harnett 07MB
I enjoy cooking because I like to learn how to cook, then I get to eat it.
Hamish Menzies 07GB
Cooking helps me make new relationships and it is a fun activity.
Poppy Dillon 07DA
I look forward to seeing what the students produce next lesson!
Mrs Janet Flematti
Co-ordinator Home Economics

Photography
The Year 11 Design Photography class have spent the last week editing their photos from their
excursion to the South Fremantle Power Station and the Old Swan View Train Tunnel. Students have

been learning how to use Adobe Photoshop to enhance the deterioration of the landscape and
emphasise its sense of abandonment through their editing choices. Next term, these photos will be
used to design a cover for an
XBOX game that is set during
the time of the apocalypse. The
samples of student work, show
just how well students have
captured the essence of the
project through editing.
This term has seen Year 10
Photography students work on a
quirky ice cream project. This
project required students to
photograph ice cream cones and
other props in the studio boxes.
After photographing their set of
items, students edited the photos
in Lightroom, before learning
how to combine them in an
artistic manner in Photoshop.
The Year 9 students have been
thinking outside the box to create
a ‘Photobet’ (an alphabet using
photos). The letters could be
staged or naturally found and will
be edited in a similar style to
show cohesiveness. The past
few weeks have seen students
use the studio boxes to take their photos, with many currently in the process of editing and
assembling their Photobets.

It is fantastic to see that all photography students have been showing great creativity and enthusiasm
with all their projects. A range of their photography work will be on exhibition later in the year.
Mrs Amy Richardson
Head of Visual Arts

Year 7 Religious Education
This term the Year 7’s have been learning
about Church furnishings, gestures and
objects. Following an excursion to the
Church the group were tasked with
designing their own Church using Minecraft
education. They had to make sure it had all
the features they saw at St Andrews
Catholic Church Clarkson, as well as all the
church furnishings and objects labelled.
The Year 7’s created imaginative Church’s
with some even including prayer gardens, cemeteries, well-designed his and her bathrooms, and
baptismal fonts the size of small swimming pools.
Ms White noted that her favourite features were a switch which allowed the priest to be lifted out of
a trapdoor to surprise his parishioners and the ability to fly around in the church to access the high
ceilings, all to symbolize the access to heaven. The students thoroughly enjoyed this section of the
assessment, it included hours of work from each student and teachers noted that they have never
enjoyed marking an assessment ever!
Ms Francesca Christie
Head of Religious Education

Languages Week
Bravo to the following Languages students who have collectively answered over 345,000 questions
and acquired almost 50,000 points!

The top 3 French students are:

The top 3 Japanese students are:

Sofie Thew (8DA)
Regine Mwamba Kabwadi (8MB)
Eknoor Sandhu (8MA)

Erin Seeds (9GB)
Samuel Page (8DA)
Trinity Smith (8MB)

All six Students above have won the pizza lunch (pizza of your choice).
Congratulations to the following students for achieving an Education Perfect Award Certificate:

Mademoiselle Harrison
Languages Coordinator

Year 11 Literature Romantic Poetry
The Year 11 Literature ATAR class studied Romantic Poetry this term. This unit of work, exploring
the context of the Industrial Revolution and French Revolution, offered students insight into the
disillusioned feelings of Romantic poets who used their work as a sense of escapism from the
technological and political changes of their lifetime.
Students not only analysed the poetry but created their own. The
Students were asked to write poems that embraced the themes
of Romantic Poetry but dealt with contemporary issues. These
poems explored the detrimental impact of social media, waste,
climate change and modern slavery. Each student then presented
their poem to the class, conducting an analysis of its construction
while also discussing the themes and ideas they hoped to
explore.
Below are diptych poems by Kirsty Carmichael. These are poems
that are constructed in contrast to one another to achieve a
particular effect.
“My poem ‘East of Eden’ depicts a garden of exquisite beauty and
the ultimate paradise for mankind. This is a place where evil and
suffering does not exist, alluding to the Biblical garden described
in the Book of Genesis which was created by God for humanity.

‘West of Eden’ is a huge city or metropolis which is sophisticated and rich however the city is
governed and ruled by greed, envy and deceit. The poem represents humanity in 2020 and criticises
the numerous iniquities present in society.”
Kirsty Carmichael 11GB

East of Eden
Kirsty Carmichael, March 2020 
And so, we begin, O Traveller
On a journey in your mind’s eye that goes far
To a magnificent, magical garden that housed a great pedigree
Made for the likes of you and me.
O Philosopher, it had the most intimate pleasures
It was a garden, innocent, that was new and knew no shame
Home to creatures more beautiful than you will ever see
A second paradise that stretched to the glittering Eastern Sea
A boundless garden hiding jade valleys and cerulean pools
Slumbering mountains like giant craggily beasts sleeping with enchanted dreams
Wild gushing waterfalls cascaded down her shoulders like quicksilver hair
Delighted voices of a man and a woman in a paradise not lost
This garden of love, O Seeker, is everything your heart desires
Lush, virgin forests swayed to the sweet songs of the whispering breeze
Every green branch bore tasty gifts for the young couple in love
And the all-seeing garden brought them royal gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
East of Eden was laughter, love and beauty, our hearts’ desire
And we, the angels watching, envied them …
West of Eden
Kirsty Carmichael, March 2020 
Now, O Deceived one, we will take you on a journey through time
From the garden, which was your perfect home, to a vast city, a metropolis of illusion
We caused you to build it with spite, in rebellion against your Creator
This city was built far west of Eden
A vast expanse of breathing concrete, governed by false democracy
The opulent city boasts art, devoid of all pleasures and music, without lyrics of praise
Entertainment, a welcome distraction from the injustice and disparity
Culture, hypnotised by a flashing screen
A society of cold hearts and closed minds
Beautiful women, hollow and vicious, their torsos void with no caring soul
Rapacious men, grasping for meaningless success
Their hearts were corrupted with ebony-black mists
Shutting out the light of the Creator and all things pure
We toy with your empty hearts that yearn for Eden
And we ask you this:
What is the measure of success, O Mankind?
Your vulture funds and drone strikes?
Your façade of beauty or your fifteen seconds of fame?
You crave for pleasures from the Garden, to be sons and daughters in the East

Yet you would rather be rulers in the West
East of Eden is what you were made for
West of Eden is what you have created for yourselves
And we, the angels, confess
West of Eden was our bitter revenge…
We are now studying Henrik Ibsen’s realism drama, A Doll’s House.
Miss Anna Argese
Year 11 Literature ATAR Teacher

Charlotte Mullins (on the flute) and Ruby Dillon making the
most of the fresh air and sunshine, before Care Group, while
the music rooms are closed.

This week’s Covid-19 Update in brief
There has been significant information in the special edition of ‘The McCormack Messenger’ on
Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th March. this week. If you have not seen them, please check the
College Website https://www.imcc.wa.edu.au/news-events.html?layout=edit&id=47
Key information included
•
The College will provide remote learning to all students, as well as supervise children of parents
currently working in health or essential services. Parents who are currently involved in health
or essential services, who require your child to attend the College to be supervised need to
advise to me by email: sm-8177-admin@cewa.edu.au
•
Parents will not be required to contact the College, if your child is remaining at home from
Monday 30 March.
•
Term 1 for students will now conclude on Friday, 3 April.
•
In Week 10, Monday 6 – Thursday 9 April, staff will be preparing for the Term 2 program. The
College will supervise children of parents currently working in health or essential services,
however a reminder that there will be no lessons.
•
Assistance for families facing financial hardship.
•
Ongoing Communication.
•
For further information please contact:
o
The respective Assistant Deputy Principals for any issues about your child.
o
Mr Andrew Billingsley, Deputy Principal, email Andrew.Billingsley@cewa.edu.au for
education issues.
o
Mr Andrew Mawby, Business Manager, email Andrew.Mawby@cewa.edu.au for College
facilities and school fee issues.
You are always welcome to contact me by email Robert.Marshall@cewa.edu.au about any
queries.

Messages from Parents and Students
For most of us we have known no other time like what we are experiencing with the Covid-19
pandemic. I continued to be inspired with the manner in which students, staff and families are
managing the challenges. The notes of appreciation by parents and students have provided a boost
for our staff. We have decided to publish comments made by parents as they may be just as helpful
to all in the community in raising spirits.
To keep confidentiality, most have been edited to avoid identification of the family.
***
Can you please pass onto all the teachers that they are doing an AMAZING job throughout this
difficult time? Their dedication to their work has been a credit and we can see all the planning that
must go into their lessons each and every day. For that I applaud them.
***
Thank you so much for the email re: home learning under these stressful circumstances. I am sure
the school are working and doing the best to support students with online learning
***
Our daughter followed the online learning yesterday and emailed every teacher during class (I hope)
we are loving this online learning that Irene have set up. I am very grateful that the teachers have
taken the time to ensure absent students have work to do from home.
***
Thank you so much, I have to say I am extremely impressed with the prompt response Irene has
taken to help students work from home. We are very grateful and would like to pass on our
appreciation to all the teachers and staff.
***
My daughter has assured me she is fully aware on how to link to school for the remainder of classes
this term. Thank you to you and all your staff for going above and beyond to keep our children
learning.
***
Thank you for your understanding and all your hard work during this stressful time. I hope you and
your family are managing well.
***
Thank you for your help during what must be a crazy time for you all.
***
Hope you and the rest of the teachers are hanging in there... just!!
***
Please take care of yourselves too. We are very fortunate to have IMCC and all the staff in our
lives. Thank you for everything you do for our girls and all the students. We appreciate it all.
***
I really appreciate the level of intensity you and the teachers have been under, keeping the children’s
priorities in order with a constant eye on developments and everchanging requirements. I’m sure the
situation will change again in the next day or so. My big thanks go to you and all my child’s teachers
for facilitating the provision of online classes.
***
Thank you for your time on the phone yesterday.
***
Our son has settled into a nice routine starting with Care Group in the morning and has set up timers
as a bell to follow the school timetable. He has also been contacting his teachers, working online
with other students. This contact has raised his spirits. After some resistance to being at home due
to fear of how his ATAR will go, he has now fully embraced the experience. All going well so far. I
must say it made his day to get an email from Mr Bryant today in the library about online reading too.
***
We as a family are very grateful to you and the school for all you are doing to support our students
and family during this time.
***
Thank you, I really mean that, it is hard work and it is very hard to have organised all that in such a
small amount of time, as well as to deal with the stress of parents. Thank you very much. And thank
you for your email we will now start organising things for our son at home.

***
We’d like to say a massive Thankyou to everyone at school for all the support to the students and
their families and wish you all the best.
***
Hope you and everyone at IMCC are doing well.
***
I just wanted to say how impressed I have been with the online learning all of the teachers and IMCC
have set up. The extra work that must have been involved for all of the teachers must have been
huge and we are so grateful. If you could pass on our thanks at some point to all the year 7 teachers
we would be very grateful. Many thanks.
***
On a personal note, we want to thank you both for the support and guidance you have given. She's
settled into Year 7 and we thank you for everything you are doing to support our college community
during this difficult and challenging time. I really do appreciate all the hard work that you are
doing with so many changes going on at this time.
***
We just want to say how proud we are of everyone there at school. The Teachers, the Admin and
every person still putting their heart and soul into what kids are still there. Don’t ever think that it is
not appreciated and the sacrifice in exposure that all of you are putting yourself under.
You are all doing a fantastic job. No greater level of appreciation is going to come through this window
of time, where parents realise what looking after one or two children looks like, let alone a class of
30+ or a school of 900+. You should all be proud, you are all fantastic and you are exceptional. I
hope every staff member knows that. I am sure we are not alone in our thoughts. So from my family
to you and yours please stay safe, we are indebted to you and we sincerely and gratefully thank you.
***
Just a quick note to say THANK YOU to all for the work you are doing behind the scenes to enable
the classes to keep going, whether it be at school or online. I know this is a difficult time and all that
you do is very much appreciated. Thank you to all of you at the College for all you do and for your
support at this worrying time.
***
I'd like to thank you and all the teaching staff at Irene McCormack as the situation seems to have
been handled very well at the school in the circumstances. We are all learning to adjust together.
***
We are in it together so we will work through this tough time together to get to the other side stronger.
Keep safe and God bless
***
And from our students.
I feel delighted to have such wonderful teachers at our school. They always greet me with their
smiling faces whether it’s before school, during class or up until the moment I leave. I’m grateful for
the dedication teachers put in during their own time, going above and beyond to help further assist
us students, it really does make the difference.
***
Because you guys believed in me. I never gave up. Now I'm flying towards my dreams and
transforming myself to be the best version of myself.
***
Over my years I haven't just been taught by teachers. I've been inspired, guided, encouraged,
empowered and believed in, even when I didn't believe in myself. Some teachers are the reasons
I've chosen the subjects I do now. Some are the reasons I will choose my courses in Uni, but it isn't
just the teachers who teach me things like math, english etc, it's the teachers who teach me morals,
who pick me up on things like manners and who smile and say good morning every day, those are
the teachers, who without even realising, have shaped me into the person I am today.

Library
Online Resources Available from Library Webpage
The Library page of the College website has undergone some important changes in recent times.
In addition to general library information such as our opening hours and the range of services and

resources on offer, we now have an expanded range of Online Resources that students can
access, both at school and at home, for educational purposes or enjoyment:
•
•
•
•
•

Britannica School - Online encyclopedia and information resource for students
ClickView - Online digital video system containing curriculum-related material
ePlatform by Wheelers - Digital library with a wide of eBooks and audiobooks to browse and
borrow
SEQTA - Access important school information including timetables, lessons, resources,
homework, assessments and more
Library Catalogue – Homepage with library news, catalogue search, e-Books and audiobooks,
reading lists, referencing guide and additional online resources

You will find further information about these valuable resources and instructions on how to access
them, on the Library page of the College website (located under the ‘Student Life’ tab):
https://www.imcc.wa.edu.au/student-life-learning.html#library
If you need any assistance accessing or using library resources, please contact me:
Julie.Lawson@cewa.edu.au

Julie Lawson
Library Technician

Project Compassion Stories: Fourth week of Lent
In India, over 70 million people live on less than
$1.90USD per day. *
Sakun lives in a village in central north India. She
developed polio as a child and has difficulty
walking. Until now Sakun, an indigenous Gond
woman, has been isolated in her community,
unable to earn a livelihood and without knowledge
of government schemes that could help her.
In 2018, Sakun joined a Caritas Australia-funded
program which is implemented by Caritas India and
its local partner, Samarthan.

With your help Sakun now earns her own income and makes a small profit which goes towards her
family’s basic needs. She is more resilient, more confident and more independent. Watch a short
film about Sakun’s story.
Let’s Go Further, Together! Please support Project Compassion https://lent.caritas.org.au/
Ms Francesca Christie
Acting ADP Campus Ministry

Donations needed for Families in need
In this time of uncertainty due to the situation with the Covid-19 virus some of our struggling families
are in dire need of help with toiletries and food.
If you are able to help with any donation large or small our school community would greatly appreciate
it. We understand the shopping centre shelves are very bare at the moment but if you are able to
donate please be mindful of the shelf life when donating food.
Please bring anything you can spare to the McKillop Centre at the College or to the Admin Office.
Family Support
Later in this edition of The McCormack Messenger we provide information for student and family
support, about contact for St Vincent de Paul, Wellbeing information and an avenue for supporting
families with businesses.
St Vincent de Paul
We understand that there are families who are struggling. If you know of any family in need of
support, please inform us or recommend St Vinnies who will give the best possible assistance with
food and/or financial hardship. Contact details are:
Emergency Assistance: 1300 794 054
Financial Counselling: 08 6323 7500
National Debt Helpline: 1800 007 007
For further information please see the St Vinnies website - https://www.vinnieswa.org.au/
The Campus Ministry Team

Perth Archdiocesan Update
This week Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB released a pastoral Letter to the Perth Archdiocese.
In his letter he notes the difficultly of the current situation in Australia but encourages us to find hope
with each other and to love one another. Additionally, he informs us that all public Masses and other
gatherings for prayer and worship are now temporarily suspended throughout the Archdiocese of
Perth until further notice. However, Sunday Mass will be live-streamed from the Archdiocese of Perth
each Sunday morning at 11.00am. They will also live-stream the Holy Week liturgies in a modified
form. The details of this will be available on the perthcatholic.org website as soon as they are
finalised.
In the meantime, we need to consider new ways of doing things. Although the usual practise of
gathering for Mass is now unavailable we can still gather in our immediate families at home offering
peace to each other through prayer. We can reach out to those in our community who are struggling
through phone calls, and dropping off food at their doorsteps. As Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB
remind us “our practical capacity to reach out to others is curtailed our determination to be disciples
of Jesus, who gave everything he had and was for us, can lead us to discover new ways to live out
our Catholic faith”.
You can access Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB Pastoral Letter at

http://www.perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Latest_News-2020Pastoral_Letter_from_the_Most_Rev_Timothy_Costelloe_SDB__Coronavirus_Ref_20204.htm
Accessing Mass at Home
There are many resources available for accessing Mass at home over the coming weeks. Below are
a few options
Television
• Free-to-air Television: 'Mass for You at Home' is shown at 6.00am every Sunday morning on
Channel 7.
Online
• Sunday we will live-stream Mass from the Archdiocese of Perth each Sunday morning at
11.00am. http://www.perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Videos.htm
• 'Mass on Demand', a daily service of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and
CathNews can be accessed online at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimrhcHFJDHVaQ
• Fr Rob Galea- Mass at home live:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKBL7GTDGu8se5Wml5n85WA
• Melbourne Catholic live streaming https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
• Archdiocese of Brisbane https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
Prayer & Liturgy resources for at home can be found at http://liturgy.perthcatholic.org.au/prayerresources/
Ms Francesca Christie
Acting ADP Campus Ministry

Keeping in touch working from home
In these changing times school staff can also find themselves working online from home for a period
of time as they also follow the correct protocols in response to the covid-19 situation. Teachers and
Office Support Staff, just like students, continue to follow their regular school timetable and meet
their teaching, administrative and office
responsibilities, even when working from home.
Students touch bases and check in with their Care
Group Teachers for role each period of the day,
whether in the classroom or at home. Similarly,
Teachers and Office Support Staff also check in
with their colleagues over the day via
Email/SEQTA message whether working at
school or home, but particularly look forward to
collegial support at recess.
At the sound of the recess bell, or the phone
recess alarm, it is time for all students and staff to
have a stretch and take a short break, hopefully in
the fresh air. Collegial support is always found
over a cup of tea or coffee at recess time and this
is even more important when working online from home. These staff are using technology to stay
connected and enjoy a cuppa together at recess while working from home.
Career Development and Pathway Planning Appointments
Year 12 students can book a phone appointment with Ms Tonkin, before or after school, by emailing
chris.tonkin@cewa.edu.au. Parents are also welcome to email for a phone appointment, preferably
during school hours.
Ms Chris Tonkin
Career Counsellor

Uniform Shop
Some of the Blazers have arrived and are ready to be picked up. We will advertise in the newsletter
when the balance of the blazers are here. All other winter uniform items are now in stock and
available for layby or to purchase.
The playing tops for AFL and Soccer have not arrived yet due to supplier problem.
The Uniform Shop will be open on the following days:
Tuesday
Thursday

31st March
2nd April

noon to 4pm
8am to 11am

Mrs Lyn Waite
Uniform Shop Coordinator

Scholarship & Bursaries

Mr Robert Marshall
Principal

