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Sr Irene McCormack – Anniversary
Thursday 21st May was the 29th anniversary of Sr Irene McCormack’s death in
Huasahuasi, Peru. Sr Frances Maguire has written a reflection, published on
pages 4 to 5 of this newsletter, about Sr Irene. Sr Frances worked with Sr Irene
in Western Australian and Peru and has visited our College on a number of
occasions to meet with staff and students. The most recent was last year when
Sr Frances and Miss Bernadette McCormack, Irene’s sister, gave a presentation
about Sr Irene to Year 7 students.

Home Economics
Welcome back to all students studying Home Economics. Thank you for all of your patience and
understanding during these past weeks. Week 4 sees all Student’s participate in all practical classes
and they are thrilled to be doing so. You will see their enthusiasm and passion to assist those in
need, and learning new culinary skills in the photos. Hopefully your child brought you something
made by them.
Community Services

Over the past few lessons, the Year 11 Community Services class have been making heat packs for
the RAAFA residents as winter approaches. We all had fun making the heat packs and hope the
residents at RAFFA will love using them. We all look forward to visiting the residents soon!
Cassie Hall
Janet Flematti
Home Economics Coordinator
Parish Information
Clarkson Parish
St Andrew’s Catholic Church
Parish Priest. Fr. Dariusz Basiaga
Tel. 9407 7512
Email. standrewsclarkson@gmail.com
http://www.standrewsclarkson.com/

Yanchep & Lancelin Pastoral Area
Parish Priest. Fr. Augustine Puthota.
Tel. 9561 2172

Ocean Reef Parish
St Simon Peter Catholic Church
Parish Priest. Fr. Franciszek Kot
Tel. 9300 4885
Email. stsimon@westnet.com.au

Food Technology
The return of the cooking practicals and the students couldn’t be more eager and excited to get their
aprons on. This week we have been making a range of winter warmers including Spaghetti
Bolognese and Chocolate Chip Cookies. The Home Economics centre has never smelt so good. We
look forward to seeing what wonderful meals the students produce over the rest of the term, hopefully
some of the food even makes it home for parents to enjoy.
Miss Stefania La Macchia
Home Economics Teacher

Foods classes are back to normal, meaning we can go back to cooking! Our Year 8 Foods and IT
class made Spaghetti Bolognese on Wednesday. We were so excited to finally start cooking again
and we’re so glad that the first dish we made was Spaghetti Bolognese. It tasted so good and we are
so pleased to finally have foods back to normal!
Roxsan Hamilton and Paige Kirby 8MA

Catholic EarthCare Award
This year the College embarked on a new partnership with Catholic EarthCare Australia, becoming
a trial school for a certification process created for schools who are spirited by the teachings from
Pope Francis, especially his encyclical of Laudato Si’, On Caring for Our Common Home. Catholic
EarthCare Australia aims to acknowledge the good works happening in schools and nurture their
development in addressing ecological challenges so that we can better care for our mother earth,
within our local and wider Catholic community.
It is a student led program, that is faith driven, and encompasses whole school formation, action and
celebration. Our students and staff have been working hard to take the first steps toward a more
sustainable school community. Students have formed a sustainability committee, and have worked
on auditing current school practises as well as keeping a worm farm. The staff Stewardship
Committee have met many times and have started turning student ideas into school projects.
Additionally, as a whole staff action, we are dedicating our annual Staff Retreat Day to reflect on care

for our earth. With great pride we can announce that we are the first school in Australia to be awarded
the first Level One Certificate, this year. We would like to congratulate all Staff, Ms Vivian Bahbah,
Ms Francesca Christie, Mr Kieran Parkes, Mr Tony Richmond and Ms Jessica Stylianou, and the
Year 10 students, Aleisha Carpene, Hayley Grover, Carmen Lloyd, Justin Ly, Dylan Lynch and
Georgina Murray, involved in this process.

Bishop Vincent Long of Parramatta the Chair of the Bishops’ Commission for Social Justice, Mission
and Service has extended his congratulations to the school reminding us that living the ideals set out
by Pope Francis in his encyclical “Laudato Si” is not an added extra. It goes to the heart of what it
means to be people of the Good News and encouraging us to follow Irene’s example to make a
difference in the world through our attitude and actions, to serve the best interests of the environment,
of the poor and future generations.
Anyone that would like to know more about the certification process or would like to become involved
please email Ms Francesca Christie at francesca.christie@cewa.edu.au.
Ms Fran Christie
Acting ADP Campus Ministry

Drama
On Friday, 15th May, the Year 11/12 ATAR Drama
class students were put through their paces,
performing scripted Monologues in class. This is in
preparation for their Semester 1 Practical
Examination which will be held at Aranmore Catholic
College on 29th May.
We wish our students good
performances. Break a leg.

luck

in

their

Drama Club Term 3
Drama Club will commence next term. Please check the Daily Notices for further information.
Mrs Rachael Knight
Drama Teacher

Sr Irene McCormack - Reflection

Sr Frances Maguire has written a reflection about
Sr Irene McCormack for the anniversary of her
death on 21st May 1991. Sr Frances worked with
Sr Irene in Western Australian and Peru.
If you search Google, you will find a web page for
Irene McCormack, Sister of St Joseph, killed by
Shining Path Terrorists in Huasahuasi on May 21,
1991. In El Pacifico there is a large cross which is
decorated with flowers every anniversary and
carried in procession from the Eucharist in the
Church to be replaced in its rocky monument with
joyful songs
In Huasahuasi there is a march through the streets for justice and peace with children from various
schools, followed by Eucharist and a walk to her grave in the cemetery on
the hill. And why? Because she was killed by the terrorists? I don’t think
that is the most important thing about Irene. I believe that her life was much
more important. Long before her life was taken, her life was given. That’s
why she is remembered so fondly.
In Australia she was a dedicated educationalist with a very strong sense of
social justice. I witnessed this at New Norcia, where Irene hatched many
schemes to help those less fortunate, fostering this attitude in the students
at the same time.
In Peru, Irene first worked in El Pacifico, a suburb of Lima. Here she
assisted in the Parish with the Family Catechesis program,
befriending the people, joining in their lives and sharing their
joys and sorrows. Here she is fondly remembered as a
dedicated Josephite, with a ready smile, loving life and sharing
the Peruvian passion for dancing. With one family she formed
part of the family soccer team playing in the cul-de-sac in front
of their house. Others remember her on Mother’s Day taking a
red rose.to the mothers in the catechesis program. Some who
never knew her, pray regularly at her cross in the street.
Irene moved to Huasahuasi and was living with Sr Dorothy
Stevenson when they made the decision, like many other Priests and Religious throughout Peru, to

remain with the people in the villages to support them in what is
now called “The Years of Terror”. Here Dorothy worked with
Caritas, among other things, and Irene taught many of the older
women to read and write and ran homework classes for the
children. Eight of these Priests and Religious across Peru were
killed by the Terrorists with their memories honoured in the
labyrinth of stones bearing also the names of tens of thousands
of the other victims.
Sr Irene’s death, along with that of Noe Palacios Blancos,
Agustín Vento Morales, Pedro Pando Llanos and Alfredo
Morales Torres, was a moment of horror for the people of that village. Around 30-40 people were
killed in that village including the mayor, councillors, the baker, the owner of the petrol station and
the man who brought the radio to the village – all people who showed initiative in supporting the
community. Each time we honour Irene we honour also those four men.
We know that Irene was frightened during her time in
Huasahuasi. We also know that during a retreat in January 1991
she experienced the gift of trust more deeply than ever before.
She made a clay object in the shape of an open book on which
she wrote the words in Spanish: Yo yave estaba desde el
principio, estare el final – I Yahweh was from the beginning and
will be until the end, not distant, but with her.
After the retreat she wrote to a friend, “Thanks be to God I feel at
peace and ready to live without fear. But I don’t take this grace
lightly. I pray for it every day.” At some time in Peru she wrote this
morning offering which also reveals something of her relationship
with God, how God was working in her.
GOD, MY FATHER, YOU LOVE ME AND FORGIVE ME.
SO TODAY I ACCEPT ALL AS GIFT
AND ASK TO FIND YOU LORD,
THE GIVER IN THE GIFT.
I CHOOSE TO FACE LIFE WITHOUT FEAR
AND TO LIVE WHOLEHEARTEDLY
IN EACH PRESENT MOMENT.
MAY MY HEART SING TODAY
A SONG OF LOVING, GRATEFUL PRAISE.
AMEN.
I AM GOD’S WORK OF ART.
I AM PRECIOUS IN HIS SIGHT.
I wonder which of these thoughts came to mind as she lay face down on the plaza with the four men,
anticipating being shot as she’d seen others shot. I wonder how she experienced Yahweh with her
at the end.
Sr Frances Maguire, 21st May, 2020.

Catholic Archdiocese of Perth Directive
On the 15th May the Archbishop Timothy Costelloe, issued an updated directive for Churches and
Chapels. Please find below a summary.
• From Monday 18th May Churches are permitted to be open in a modified way with a limit of
20 people present within the Church at any one time.
• Indoor religious services are permitted with a limit of 20 people in the congregation. An
additional 10 people who are required to conduct the religious service or to broadcast the
service may be present.
• Seating in the Church: Social distancing of one person per four square metres must be
observed inside the church. Available seating must be clearly marked with signage to assist
in maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 meters between people.

•
•

•
•

Communal areas are to be cleaned, wiped down and sanitised regularly.
Priests (or their nominated delegate) must ensure that the name and contact details of every
person who enters a church for any reason is recorded as per government directives.
Churches must retain these records. No record is to be made of the reason why the person
has attended the church.
Weekly streamed Masses from the Archdiocese of Perth
http://perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Videos.htm or
www.facebook.com/perthcatholic
Masses from the Archdiocese of Perth are streamed on the following days, at the following
times:
Monday - Friday at 12.10pm
Sunday at 11:00am

St Andrews Parish:
Baptism
• Every Sunday at 10.30am with a limit of 20 attendees present within the church.
Reconciliation
• First Rite - Tuesday after morning mass from 8.30am to 9am.
• Saturday from 5pm to 5.30pm
Adoration
• Every Friday 3:00-4:00pm
Rosary
• Weekdays at 7:30am with a limit of 20 attendees present within the Church.
Masses
• Weekdays: Live at 8.00am https://facebook.com/standrewsclarkson with a limit of 20 attendees
present within the church. An additional 10 people who are required to broadcast the service.
• Weekends: Live at 8.00am with an additional 10 people who are required to broadcast the
service.
Funerals
• Up to 20 attendees can be present at an indoor funeral or up to 30 attendees for an outdoor
funeral, not including the person/s necessary to conduct the service e.g. celebrant, funeral
director unless an exemption is approved.
If you wish to read Archbishop Timothy Costelloe’s full directive you can find it here
http://perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Latest_News-2020COVID19_Update_New_Directives_for_Churches_and_Chapels_Ref_20206.htm
Ms Francesca Christie
Acting Deputy Principal Campus Ministry

Reflection
This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of
the Lord. The readings tell of Jesus promising his
disciples that after he has returned to heaven he will send
the Holy Spirit to baptise them.
First reading: Acts 1:1-11
Psalm: 46(47):2-3,6-9
Second reading: Ephesians 1:17-23
Gospel: Matthew 28: 16-20

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them.
When they saw Him, they fell down before Him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke
to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make
disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe
all the commands I gave you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time’.
The Readings and the Gospel can be confusing this week because they tell of Jesus ascending body
and soul which seems completely illogical when read literally. What we have to remember when we
read the Gospel is that the biblical understanding of heaven and earth is different to our
understanding now. They thought of earth and heaven as interacting places, not as material and
spiritual. They believed the end goal was that heaven and earth might meet one day on earth and
God would reign. This is why in the prayer the Our Father states “thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven” asking for earth and heaven to be joined which would bring about the
Kingdom of God. The Ascension therefore was the disciples accepting that Jesus’ spirit had now left
earth and moved into the Heavenly space with the promise that sometime in the future he would
send something back from heaven to the disciples- the Holy Spirit. The last part of the Gospel Jesus
asks his disciples to go out and make disciples of nations, to teach and follow his commandments
and know that he is always with them. This week may we strive to bring a little more heaven on earth,
let us be kind, patient, and people of compassion.

Music
Staff and students are delighted that all Band and Ensemble rehearsals will recommence Week 5.

The following groups are also looking for members:
Swing Band: Guitar and Drums (audition based, please see Mrs Langdon)
Year 7 Rock Band: Vocals & Bass Guitar (audition based, please see Mrs Langdon)
Open to all students:
Irene's Voices (formerly Barbershop)
Guitar Ensemble
Percussion Ensemble

Interested students should speak to Music staff in the Performing Arts Department for further
information.
Mrs Kylie Langdon
Head of Performing Arts

Sport
A reminder to parents and students that after school sporting clubs begin next week. The clubs are
open to all students, and please note that a registration form must be returned before participating.
These can be collected from outside the PE office.
An overview of the clubs offered follows:

Mondays: Soccer Skills
Students wishing to brush up on their technical skills in preparation for the possible resumption of
the junior soccer season are encouraged to attend.
Tuesdays: Badminton Club
Come along for some social badminton in the gym where you can play singles or doubles games,
and receive some coaching if you would like to give the sport a try.
Wednesdays: Football (AFL) Skills
Community clubs are currently working through the WAFC’s return to training advice and guidelines
and may begin to offer modified training sessions. In the meantime, or in addition to what is planned,
all footballers are invited to come along to work on their fundamental skills.
Thursdays: Volleyball Club
Come along for some social volleyball in the gym and receive some coaching if you would like to
give the sport a try.
Monday afternoons, Tuesdays and Thursday mornings: Run Club
Keen runners plus anyone wanting to get a little fitter is invited to join us for some running sessions.
We plan to hold a cross country event late in the term so this will be terrific preparation for anyone
wanting to target this event. It could also serve as an early start to training for athletics next term.
Breakfast is provided after morning sessions.
ACC Strava Exceed Run Club
Another reminder that the ACC is offering students at ACC schools the opportunity to join the online
running community at Strava and log training times and distances with members of the ACC
community. This is an optional service and is simply a great motivational tool in the absence of a
normal school cross country season. A smartphone or Garmin watch is required to upload to Strava.
Privacy restrictions apply and interested parents and students should follow the guidelines via the
links below if considering becoming involved. Year 9 student Mia Conroy continues to rank in the
top three for female runners for total distance run.
www.accsport.asn.au/carnivals/cross-country/exceed-run-club
https://www.strava.com/clubs/exceed-acc-run-club
Mr Ben Dyer
Head of Sport

Assistance for Families with Health Care Cards
Families holding a current means tested Health Care Card or a Pension Card receive significant
discounts on the School fees. If you hold one of these cards and have not yet provided the College
with a copy of your card for the 2020 School year, could you please contact the College’s Family
Fees Officer, Kerry Greenwood at Kerry.greenwood@cewa.edu.au or on 9562 2400.

The State Government has extended its Secondary Assistance Scheme until the end of Term 2.
Families who provide a copy of their card to the College and complete the State Secondary
Assistance Scheme form, will be paid a $115 school uniform allowance by the State Government.
Families will be given the form to complete at the time of providing the College with a copy of their
card.

Glass Bottles and Energy Drinks
To support the health and wellbeing of students, it is important that students follow the rule stated in
the College planner, under General behaviour:
“No glass bottles or energy drinks are to be brought to the College e.g. caffeine or guarana drinks.
Such items will be confiscated”.
ADP’S of All Year Levels

Bike Helmets
As
many
of
our
Students are now riding
bicycles to school, we
would like to take this
time to remind them that
for their safety, they
must
wear
an
approved helmet with
the straps fastened.

Uniform
With all students returning to school this week, we have been pleased with the uniform and grooming
standards of most students and thank parents for supporting us. With some students spending a
longer time away from school there has been the chance to grow hair, including ‘mullets’. Assistant
Deputy Principals and Care Group Teachers are working with these students to restore the hairstyle
to reflect the College requirements.

Immunisations Update
Due to COVID-19, Round 1 immunisations date for Year 7 (HPV dose 1 and Diphtheria, Tetanus and
Whooping cough) will now occur on Thursday, 4th June
Round 2 immunisations date for Year 7 (HPV dose 2 - final dose) will now occur on Thursday, 19th
November.
The Year 10 immunisation will still occur on the set calendar date of Tuesday, 23rd June. (This is a
single dose of Meningococcal ACWY).
If you have any questions, please contact Nicola Evans, Clinical Nurse for CAHS - Community Health
at nicola.evans2@health.wa.gov.au or 9426 9441.
Debbie White
ADP Year 8

Prefect Report
The Prefects and I are especially keen for next week’s re-commencement of a lot of extracurricular
subjects, music and sports just to name a few, fingers crossed that the good news keeps coming
through.

This week we saw the commencement of our first ever Year 7 Handball Tournament, with a huge
success and a good turnout we are excited to continue the tournament throughout the year. The
games were intense and exciting, everyone who played showed great sportsmanship.
Year 8s you will get your turn next week, there are prizes to be won and the pride of the victory! Keep
your eyes peeled for some of the events we have got planned in the weekly McCormack Messenger
and daily notices.
Winners
Owen Chiappa 7MA 1st Place
Bennon Olanya 7DB tied 2nd Place
Deklan Seitz 7MA tied 2nd Place
This week is the second week of the Push-Up Challenge. By the end of this week anyone
participating in the challenge will have completed 1,956 push-ups, well done. I personally have seen
many of you participating doing push-ups during Care Groups or even at recess and lunch. If you
want to join in you still can, signup on the website and join team IMCC!
The Push-Up challenge raises important points about Mental Health and the need to communicate.
In 2019, a team of Year 11s and Year 12s lead by Miss Stott, participated in the City of Wanneroo,
Leadership Program coming up with the initiative of a website that targets mental health, where you
can get help or a better understanding, facts and stats as well as a range of other information. We
look forward to releasing this website after some minor tweaks so we will keep you updated.
That is all I have for you this week, remember if you need anything or have any ideas don’t be afraid
to come up any of the prefects or myself, as well as your teachers and ADPs, we are here to help!
Kaleb Erikson - Head boy
Push-Up Challenge
Being the second week of the Push-Up Challenge our College is participating in, many students and
staff have shown dedication in working towards completing 999 push-ups by Sunday. In total our
College team has now raised over $1,065 while promoting mental health awareness and completed
a total of 29426 push-ups. I would like to congratulate Mrs Steyn and her Year 7 Care Group who
have all participated in this challenge, great job. As we approach the last week of the challenge, I
advise everyone to try their best to stay both physically and mentally healthy, especially for senior
students who have exams coming up in the next few weeks.
Lewis Wood - Sport Prefect
ShopFront
With challenging times at the moment, families can be finding it difficult to keep fed and warm during
the winter. During these tough times, families can be reassured by turning to Catholic agencies such
as ShopFront who provide much needed assistance.

The ShopFront aims to provide for the needs of the less fortunate in our wider Perth community. This
includes providing them with food, clothing and accommodation, along with many more countless
good deeds.
This winter, students are asked to take non-perishable donations for ShopFront to their Care Group
Class, there will be a collection basket where these items will be taken to a central collection point
each day. Thank you for your generosity during these challenging times, a family in need will be
greatly appreciative of your help.
Georgia Ridley - Campus Ministry Prefect

Year 7 2021 Scholarship & Bursaries
Due to Covid-19, the Applications closing date has been extended to Friday, 29th May. The Academic
Scholarship Examination will now be held on Saturday, 13 th June.

Future Student Events
Architecture Info Session | Monday 25 May, 6pm
Learn about Notre Dame’s new
Bachelor of Arts (Architecture). In
this webinar, you’ll hear from our
lecturers, find out what makes our
undergraduate
Architecture
program unique, and how to apply.
Information Nights | 5.15pm – 7.00pm
9 th June – Education, Health Sciences, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Admissions & Pathways
10 th June – Arts & Sciences, Business, Law, Philosophy & Theology, Admissions & Pathways

What makes Notre Dame WA’s top university for overall experience? Find out at our online Info
Nights! Join us for our overview webinar at 5.15pm and drop in from 6 .00pm – 7.00pm for live
Q&As with our academic staff, current students and friendly advisors about our degrees, study
options and student life at Notre Dame.
Mrs Chris Tonkin
Career Counsellor

Mr Robert Marshall

Principal

