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Covid-19 Corona Virus
We continue to provide our College community with updates regarding the current Covid-19
Coronavirus developments to enable our school community to maintain education programs for our
students whilst providing a safe and healthy environment for students and staff. We will provide
weekly updates in The McCormack Messenger. If there is urgent information to communicate with
families, we will distribute a ‘special’ mid-week edition of the newsletter.
I reassure you that our College will remain open. The State and Federal Education Ministers have
agreed, on the advice of the chief health and medical officers, that “pre-emptive closure of schools
is not proportionate or effective as a public health intervention to prevent community transmission of
COVID-19 at this time.”
The College community has responded in an admirable manner to the challenges presented by the
Covid-19.
Our staff have been exceptional with the care for students, endeavouring to provide class work for
students who are in isolation at home and the communication with students and families affected by
the cancellation of events. Staff have responded quickly to the changing circumstances in a calm,
thoughtful and practical manner.
Students are meeting the challenges of new routines and taking a responsible and pragmatic
approach.
Parents and students are asked to read the complete Covid–19 update, starting on page 8 of
this Newsletter.

Year 11 Design Photography Excursion

Parish Weekend Mass Times
Clarkson Parish
St Andrew’s Catholic Church
Parish Priest. Fr. Robert Carrillo
Tel. 9407 7512
Email. standrewsclarkson@gmail.com
http://www.standrewsclarkson.com/

Yanchep & Lancelin Pastoral Area
Parish Priest. Fr. Augustine Puthota.
Tel. 9561 2172

Ocean Reef Parish
St Simon Peter Catholic Church
Parish Priest. Fr. Franciszek Kot
Tel. 9300 4885
Email. stsimon@westnet.com.au

This semester, the Year 11 General Design Photography class has been working on a project themed
around abandoned and apocalyptic landscapes. On Monday 17 th March, the class ventured away
from the College, spending the day photographing deserted locations around Perth. The class took
inspiration from American Photographer Johnny Joo, who documents historical buildings in the US
that have been abandoned. The photography and editing techniques used by our students were also
inspired by Johnny Joo.
After reaching the first location, students had to trek about a kilometre through John Forrest National
Park, to reach the old Swan View Tunnel. This tunnel, one of the earliest in WA, was designed by
CY O’Connor and was operational between 1896-1966. Students took photos that utilised both
perspectives – looking in and out of the tunnel.
The second location we visited was located in North Coogee - the Old Fremantle Power Station.
Opening in 1951, the power station was operational for 34 years, until it became too expensive to
run and closed in the 1980’s. The Students explored its perimeter and although we were not
permitted to enter the grounds, their creativity was tested through a number of different shots and
perspectives. Wire fences and old signs made fantastic ‘props’ for many of their photos.
Over the next few weeks, the students will be editing their photos to embrace the ‘apocalyptic theme’,
as well as designing an Xbox game cover that relates to the concept. A range of the work from the
excursion will be on view as part of the Creations Exhibition in Term 3.

Mrs Amy Richardson
Head of Visual Arts

Harmony Day
On Tuesday 17th March the College celebrated Harmony Day. Harmony Day is a time to celebrate
Australian multiculturalism, and the successful integration of migrants into our community. Australia
is one of the most successful multicultural countries in the world and we should celebrate this and
work to maintain it. Harmony Day is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians,
regardless of cultural or linguistic background, united by a set of core Australian values.
•
•
•
•
•

Nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who
was.
We identify with over 300 ancestries.
Since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia.
Apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic,
Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi.
More than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia.

Students dressed in Multicultural dress or the colour orange. Traditionally, orange signifies social
communication and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and

encouragement of mutual respect. Australians can choose to wear something orange on Harmony
Day to show their support for cultural diversity and an inclusive Australia.
During lunchtime the College held a Staff vs Student basketball game. It was a close game with a
final score of 23-20 to the Students. At the end of lunch, the ADP’s announced best dressed for each
year level.

Congratulations to our best dressed winners:
• Year 7:
Godfrey Odongo
• Year 8:
Eknoor Sandhu
• Year 9:
Adolfo Ushla
• Year 10:
Justin Ly
• Year 11:
Vivien Lettner
• Year 12:
Nic Wood
Overall, the College raised over $600 for Wheelchairs for Kids.
Ms Fran Christie
Acting ADP Campus Ministry

Year 10 Social Science Workshop
All Year 10 Social Science classes attended the Courage to Care workshops presented on Thursday
12th and Friday 13th March by the Holocaust Institute. Year 10 students are currently studying The
Holocaust as part of their studies of World War II in Social Science classes this term.
The Holocaust was the systematic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million Jews by
the Nazi regime and its allies and collaborators. Holocaust is a word of Greek origin meaning
“sacrifice by fire.” The Nazis, who came to power in Germany in January 1933, believed that
Germans were “racially superior” and the Jews, deemed “inferior,” were an alien threat to the socalled German racial community.
Courage to Care is an education
program that transforms bystander
behaviour by using the Holocaust as a
medium to explore racism, prejudice,
discrimination and bullying, and to
highlight the acts of Upstanders, the
‘Righteous Among the Nations’ (those
men and women who risked their own
lives to save others) and the heroes of
other genocides whose courage
saved lives.
By highlighting the importance of
standing up to bullying and prejudice
whenever it occurs, Courage to Care
empowers and inspires participants to
take positive action, to be upstanders
rather
than
bystanders
to
discrimination in all forms.

As stated by Edmund Burke, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing.” In studying these events in History, we hope our students will learn from the past in order
that we have a better future.
Mrs Adele Baker
Head of Social Sciences

Languages Week
This week is Languages Week at Irene McCormack Catholic College. Each morning, students have
been receiving an email at 7.30am with a cultural question on Japan or the French-speaking world.
The following students in first with the right answer have won a voucher for our canteen.
Monday winner:
Tuesday winner:
Wednesday winner:
Thursday winner:
Friday winner:

Emilio Chrisostomou 7EA
Evelyn Lister 10DA
Bon Miguel Cruz 12GB
Nikita Pusey 10DA
Evelyn Lister 10DA

Japanese & French Language Perfect Competitions
Year 7-12 Japanese and French Languages students have been competing to win a PIZZA LUNCH
on Language Perfect. This competition is still on and will end on Sunday night. The top 3 students in
each language will win.
Mademoiselle Harrison
Languages Coordinator

GRIP Leadership Conference
As a year 11 student who aspires to become
a leader in the near future, I was thrilled when
asked to attend a GRIP Leadership
Conference at the Convention Centre in Perth
along with Sara Meakins & Cormac Price (Y7),
Paige Kirby & Sebastion Hatchett (Y8), Riley
Kirby & Abigail Watson (Y9), Nathan Coler &
Jessica Mullins (Y10) and myself & Joshua
Thew (Y11)
The conference was not the usual 'note taking'
lesson. We played many interactive games
that educated us on important values and
what makes a leader successful. We stepped
out of our comfort zones by sharing ideas with students from other schools.
During recess and lunch, the weather was lovely so we sat together in a group outside the conference
room, where we absorbed the sunlight and socialised with different year groups from the College.

This leadership provided us with tips on how to elevate ourselves from an average leader to a highly
effective one. You could tell that all the students thoroughly enjoyed themselves as there was plenty
of laughter and smiles throughout the day!
I would like to thank Mrs McGinley for having such a positive attitude and making this opportunity an
unforgettable one!
Emelie Mathew (11GB)

Library
The Library continues to be a bustling environment for the Students and Staff to study, read a book
and be part of the cheerful environment that is offered by the space in the Library. There is a wide
variety of books in the Library that everybody is able to enjoy.

There are always interesting activities proceeding with the Year 10 Soccer Academy Training and
Courage to Care incursions that have occurred during the past week.
During class time we have the spaces used as classrooms with Religion Education, Mathematics
and Humanities & Social Sciences taking advantage of the welcoming environment.
Students also have a wide variety of E-books available at https://imcc.eplatform.co/

In this photo, Kirsty Carmichael, Vivien
Lettner and Emelie Mathew make good
use of the Library to study, before Care.
Please contact the Library staff if you
have any trouble accessing the wide
variety of resources.

Mr Edward Bryant
Head of Library

Hairspray
It is with deepest regret that I, along with Mr Marshall, inform you that the College Production of
Hairspray has been cancelled. This decision was not made lightly, and it saddens all of us to have
to make the call.
Staff and Students involved, have been working on this show since May 2019 and cannot begin to
explain how much work has gone into Hairspray from all involved. Ten months of intensive
rehearsals, learning lines, music and choreography, working towards putting on an incredible show.
We have negotiated with Peter Moyes Anglican College to allow us to perform our dress rehearsal
on Monday 23rd March. This will give us one final opportunity to perform and film the show so that
students can share their hard work with friends and family. With that in mind, our rehearsal on
Saturday at Peter Moyes will still continue as normal.
All tickets will be refunded via https://www.trybooking.com/ to the card you purchased tickets with.
For anyone that purchased tickets with cash, a refund will be arranged and you will be asked to come
to the Performing Arts Office to collect.

To the Students, thank you from the bottom of my heart for all of your time and effort. There have
been highs and lows throughout the process but there is no doubt in my mind that when you got on
that stage, you were going to put on an absolutely fantastic show. On behalf of the entire Performing
Arts Department, we are so proud of each of you and have loved working on this production with
you.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our College Staff who have gone above and beyond
with their commitment to this show. It really has been a whole College Community event and we
couldn’t have done it without their help. In particular I would like to thank and recognize the Arts staff,
who have not stopped since the moment we signed the rights for the show. Mrs Tamara Brankstone,
Ms Naomi Capon, Ms Sinead Harte, Mrs Rachael Knight, Mrs Inez McGinley, Mrs Shannon
Sheppard, Mrs Rosalie Richardson, Mrs Amy Richardson and Mr Tony Richmond. Their continuous
work on Hairspray has given our students the opportunity to be a part of this incredible show.
No doubt you will all be disappointed, and I can assure you we all share in that disappointment but it
is important to remember that in times like these we must take precautions and do what is best for
the entire Community.
Mrs Kylie Langdon
Head of Performing Arts

Dance
The lyrical dance team is an
auditioned dance group that is
working hard on their competition
dance
for
their
upcoming
competitions in August. Exstudents Zarlie Stubbs and Eve
Basson are choreographing the
routine. Good luck to all involved.

Miss Sinead Harte
Dance Teacher

Outdoor Education
Over the past few weeks the Outdoor Education classes have been participating in a range of
activities.

The Year 9 OED classes have been enjoying body boarding sessions down at Claytons and Quinns
Beaches.
The Year 11 ATAR Outdoor
Education class have been
away from the ocean learning
a range of new mountain
biking skills, venturing along
the coastal pathways from
Jindalee to Burns Beach and
using the Yaberoo trail that
runs from Yanchep to Burns
Beach, giving the Students
the chance to adapt to new
terrain.
The year 11 General Outdoor
Education class has been
working towards achieving
their Surf Rescue Certificate,
on a Wednesday morning.
The Year 11 Marine and Maritime Studies students have been completing their Snorkelling unit. This
has allowed us to learn the theory and science behind how snorkelling works and getting to put this
science to practice in the water. We have been lucky enough to visit a range of sites along the Perth
coastline from Yanchep lagoon, Mindarie Marine, Burns Beach, MAAC club and Mettams Pool.

This has so far been an exciting term for all of Outdoor Education.
Jayde Harvey
Outdoor Education / Marine and Maritime Studies Teacher

Covid-19 Virus Update 3 - 20 March 2020
Our aim is to provide the safest and healthiest environment for students and staff, whilst continuing
to provide the normal teaching and assessment programs for students at school, and if students are
required to in isolation at home.
Good Hygiene Practices
Students have been understanding of the importance of using good hygiene practices:
• Frequently washing hands for at least 20 seconds with soap and water or using an alcoholbased hand gel.
• Avoiding touching mouth, nose and eyes.
• If coughing or sneezing, covering nose and mouth with a flexed elbow or paper tissue and
disposing of the tissue immediately after use and performing hand hygiene.
• Distancing - avoiding close contact with anyone particularly if you, or they, have a cold or flulike symptoms (maintain a distance of at least 1.5 metres).
Student and Staff Isolation from School
To reflect the level care that we have for the health of students and staff and their families, we are
taking extra measures to reduce the risk of the spread of the Covid-19 virus in the school community.
College requirements for staff and student isolation from school:
• Students or staff who are feeling unwell and have any flu or cold type symptoms are to remain
at home. Parents are reminded to report the absence and then follow up with contact with the
student’s Assistant Deputy Principal about schoolwork arrangements. This will assist with
minimising the spread of any illnesses as we head into the winter months, to try and prevent
the spread of any cold, flu or virus. Parents may be asked to pick up students from school if
they have any cold, flu or virus like symptoms.
• Staff and students who return to Perth from overseas, and populated areas in the eastern
states, are required to isolate for 14 days from the date of arrival in Perth.
• Staff and students who come in contact with a person who has contracted the Covid-19, are
required to isolate for 14 days from the date of contact.
• Students who have family or other members of the household return from overseas have two
options:

•
•

To stay with another family at an alternative location for 14 days from the date the family
member returns from overseas, or
If staying in the same house as the person returning from overseas, stay away from school
for two weeks from the date the family member returns from overseas. The school will arrange
for the student to be provided with schoolwork, to be able to communicate with teachers each
period and to follow the normal school timetable. Students’ attendance will be marked as
being doing the school program off campus, not as a day absent.

Response Plans
The College has prepared response plans in the event of a person contracting the Covid-19 virus
and being on the school campus and if schools in Western Australia are closed, which includes the
way that students will undertake their class work at home. These plans are consistently updated to
reflect the changing nature of Health Department, Government and Catholic Education WA
directives. The plans will be provided to the College community when needed to respond to
circumstances.
Student Schoolwork at Home
The College has developed a process for students to do work from home, following their regular
school timetable. With the capabilities of the College’s digital technology system, students will be
able to work at home, in a similar manner to how they use laptops and digital resources at school.
From Monday 23rd March students who are absent from school, will be required to be connected to
their class teacher for Care Group and all other classes during the day. Teachers will use Microsoft
One-Note and Teams, SEQTA and the College email system. Students will be required to submit
work to the teacher during the class time.
We ask that parents support teachers by ensuring that students have a suitable space at home,
where they will be most productive and able to do their schoolwork.
NAPLAN Years 7 and 9
State Education Ministers met today and decided that NAPLAN will not proceed in 2020. The
NAPLAN test window was scheduled to be held from 12 - 22 May 2020. Please inform your staff and
your school community. Please find following the communication from the Education Council.
The decision to not proceed with NAPLAN in 2020 has been taken to assist schools focus on the
wellbeing of students and continuity of education, including potential online and remote learning.
Other Precautions Implemented
Desks in classrooms will be rearranged in single rows to allow space between students.
Drink fountains have been covered to prevent students accessing water directly into the mouth. The
taps for filling water bottles remain in use. Bottled water is available from the canteen.
More hand sanitiser units have been placed around the school. The provision of soap in all toilets is
checked daily by our cleaners.
For Physical Education we have implemented the following for students:
• No use of bibs or spare uniform.
• Encourage students to take home PE uniform to wash – encourage students to wear House
Shirts if unable to wash PE uniform promptly.
Careers Update
As teachers move to meeting the needs of students working at school and from home, the least
disruption to the teaching class time as possible is desirable. Therefore, Ms Tonkin will keep Career

Counselling appointments to before or after school and they will be conducted by phone. Please
email Ms Tonkin as usual to request an appointment.
A Career Newsletter will be emailed to parents and students shortly to update recent changes to
pathway events by universities, as well as some new opportunities available online.
For health advice please visit the Department of Health website:
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert
For information on travel restrictions please visit the Department of Home Affairs website:
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/news-media/current-alerts/novel-coronavirus
Archdiocese of Perth response to Convid-19
On Wednesday 18 March 2020, the Prime Minister has expressly communicated a 'ban on nonessential gatherings of persons of one hundred or greater in indoor areas'. The government's existing
ban on non-essential outdoor gatherings of five hundred persons or greater, which came into effect
on Monday 16 March 2020, remains in effect. The Archdiocese of Perth is committed to the support
of, and compliance with, both of these government directives and the associated and instructive
public health advice.
As such the following temporary directives have been issued for the Archdiocesan of Perth:
Temporary Suspension of the Public Celebration of the Mass
All public Masses at all churches and chapels across the Archdiocese of Perth will be temporarily
suspended for an initial period of two weeks between Wednesday 18 March 2020 and Wednesday
1 April 2020.
Sunday Obligation
The Sunday Obligation for the faithful does not apply during this time of emergency.
Attending Mass alternatives
Those that wish to still attend Mass can access digitally through the following services:
•
•
•

Online: 'Mass on Demand', a daily service of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and
CathNews can be accessed online at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJDHVaQ
Free-to-air Television: 'Mass for You at Home' is shown at 6.00am every Sunday morning on
Channel 7.
The online streaming of the celebration of the Mass from St Mary's Cathedral (Perth) and
other churches within the Archdiocese of Perth is currently being developed and coordinated.

Reconciliation
Those wishing to attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation can still do so. Priests will continue to
provide opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, according to Rite I (individual confession
and absolution).
Sacraments for school aged students
The celebration of First Reconciliation (school-aged children and others), First Holy Communion
(school-aged children and others) and Confirmation (school-aged children and others) will be
temporarily suspended.
Prayer Resources for Individuals and Families
The Archdiocese of Perth will be providing a series of prayer and worship resources for individuals
and families to use within their homes for the period in which these directives are in effect. Web links
to resources are available on the Archdiocese of Perth's Centre for Liturgy website:
http://liturgy.perthcatholic.orq.au/

Staff Teaching and Learning
This year the College Staff lead Professional Development,
has focused on the development of high-quality teaching and
learning through digital tools in our classrooms.
This commitment stems from the College’s Vision for Learning
which was developed throughout 2019 and released at the
beginning of this year. Part of this commitment are the
Workshop Wednesday Professional Development sessions in
which staff who are experts in particular areas of teaching or a
particular digital tool, teach other staff members about how to
use and implement these in the classroom.
So far this year we have seen presentations on Teams,
OneNote, FlipGrid and SEQTA as well as one on one sessions
with teachers wanting to learn specific aspects of these
software packages.
In addition, we have had Mrs Peggy Fitzgerald (pictured in her
OneNote cape) travel to the United States for a Microsoft
Convention and Miss Vivian Bahbah run a Webinar on the
implementation of OneNote for teachers from all of Catholic
Education WA.
Congratulations and thank you to all of our staff members who are doing wonderful things in the field
of digital tools and the improvement of teaching and learning here at the College.
Matthew Byrne
Assistant Deputy Principal Year 9

Project Compassion Stories: Third week of Lent
Project Compassion, brings you the story of Barry, a Gamilaroi
man originally from Western NSW. Barry is a father of four and he
embodies resilience and strength. Growing up in a tough
environment, he had to look inside himself to make the right
choices for himself and his family.
Barry, and others like him, were able to take part in a cultural
healing program called Red Dust Healing. This program
encourages participants to examine their own personal hurt and
allows them to heal from within, addressing family and personal relationships and what may have
been life-long patterns of violence, abuse and neglect.
Your support of Project compassion can help build a brighter future for people like Barry through the
Red Dust Healing program. Let’s Go Further, Together! https://lent.caritas.org.au/
Ms Francesca Christie
Acting ADP Campus Ministry

Donations needed for Families in need
In this time of uncertainty due to the situation with the Covid-19 virus some of our struggling families
are in dire need of help with toiletries and food.
If you are able to help with any donation large or small our school community would greatly appreciate
it. We understand the shopping centre shelves are very bare at the moment but if you are able to
donate please be mindful of the shelf life when donating food.

Please bring anything you can spare to the McKillop Centre at the College or to the Admin Office.
The Campus Ministry Team

Canteen
I have introduced some new items to the menu, including vegetarian
options.
A new menu will be coming out next term and students are encouraged
to give us feedback in the jar provided.
I would like to thank all students for trying all the vegetarian options given
to them on a Friday whilst we celebrate meat free Fridays for Lent.
Clare Sobey
Canteen Manager

Uniform Shop
We welcome any volunteers to help in the uniform shop, on Tuesdays from 3pm to 4pm, Thursdays
from 8am to 9am and during our holiday trading. We especially need helpers for our Extended
Trading hours, for blazer pickups and the purchase of winter items.
Please contact Merlyn.Waite@cewa.edu.au
No experience is necessary.
Have you checked your winter uniform yet? All students are required to wear full winter uniform,
including blazers from the start of Term 2.
Winter uniform consists of:
Boys - trousers, plain black school belt, tie, dark grey socks and white short-sleeve shirt.
Girls - skirt, white short-sleeve shirt, tie and summer socks or tights.
Girls must wear tights with the winter uniform on any formal occasion especially for Photo day in
Week 2.
Some of the blazers have arrived and are ready to be picked up. We will advise you when the balance
of the blazers have been delivered. All other winter uniform items are now in stock and available for
layby or to purchase.
Soccer and AFL Playing tops have not arrived yet. You can pre-purchase the training top, shorts and
socks now in the uniform shop.
Jumpers, scarves and tights are available for purchase. Students should wear the College Jumper,
not sport jackets, with their summer and winter uniform. Tights are $10 and scarves are $15.
The Uniform Shop will be open late on the following nights for blazer collection and winter items:
Extended Trading (in addition to normal trading hours)
Tuesday
31st March - noon to 5 pm
Tuesday
7th April - noon to 5 pm
Thursday
9th April - 8 am to 1 pm (last day of term)
Normal Trading Hours:
Tuesday
Thursday

noon-4pm
8am-11am

Holiday Trading:
Tuesday
Thursday

21st April - 8.00 am to 11.30 am & noon to 3.30 pm
23rd April - 8.00 am to 1.30 am & noon to 3.30 pm

The shop will recommence for term 2
Tuesday
28th April - 8am to 11am & noon to 4pm
Mrs Lyn Waite
Uniform Shop Coordinator

Mr Robert Marshall
Principal

