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Irene’s Pilgrimage 2021

On Wednesday, 8th September, 21 students and 4 Staff set out on a five day journey travelling around
our beautiful South-West. The task was to live in the present and to travel in the footsteps of Sr Irene
McCormack on pilgrimage. Over the five days, the pilgrims heard from many sisters who knew Sr
Irene, as well as friends and family as they discovered who Sr Irene was.
On day 1 the pilgrims visited Resurrected Irene II in the Paul Rafter Centre and heard of its significance
from Ms White. From there they visited Sr Maree Riddler at the South Perth Convent where there is a
memorial garden devoted to Sr Irene McCormack. They learnt about the life of Irene and Mary
Mackillop, and visited Resurrected Irene I.
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The pilgrims then visited Sr Cathleen, Sr Frances and Sr Dianne at the Safety Bay Beach house where
Sr Irene spent her holidays. They learnt of the realities of Sr Irene’s life and death in an emotional talk
from the sisters. After Safety Bay they travelled to Busselton where Sr Irene taught at St Joseph’s
School. The pilgrims met Deacon Greg who was Sr Irene’s golf partner and close friend.
On day 2, the pilgrims headed to Kearnan College, Manjimup where Sr Irene was Principal. They
learnt about Sr Irene’s time there and what she meant to the Manjimup community. They met fellow
Year 10 students and helped the Year 3 class with an art activity of Dancing Irene, then walked to the
King Jarrah tree before meeting Sr Irene’s sister, Bernadette, Karin and Jo in St Joseph’s Church,
Manjimup. Sr Irene’s close friends shared stories and the realities of her life in Manjimup and Peru.
They were able to see letters Irene had sent to Bernadette whilst in Peru. In the evening we were
extremely fortunate to join a video call with Sr Mary Dwyer, who is still living and working in Peru for
the Sisters of St Joseph. Sr Mary shared the current situation in Peru, as well as the details of the work
the sisters are still carrying out.
Day 3 was a big travel day. After an amazing breakfast at Tall Timber Manjimup, the pilgrims set off
to The Prev Kellerberrin, an old asthma hospital run by the Sisters of St Joseph. On the way the
students stopped off at Lake Towerrinning and Narrogin. The pilgrims enjoyed a footy festival,
watching the Demons take down the Cats for a spot in the Grand Final.

On day 4, the pilgrims experienced the summit of the pilgrimage, visiting Sr Irene’s Memorial Rock at
the old family farm. The next stop was Kununoppin where Sr Irene was born, before heading to St
Joseph’s Church in Trayning where Sr Irene grew up and went to school. The pilgrims met Mr Marshall
and Bernadette McCormack. Bernadette spoke to the students in the church, answering some raw
and emotional questions about her sister. The pilgrims placed down their plaques in the labyrinth just
outside the Church, before visiting the new family farm for lunch just outside of Trayning. They then
travelled to Goomalling for dinner and to watch the mighty Western Bulldogs assume their rightful
position in the Grand Final.
On the last day of the pilgrimage, they travelled to New Norcia where Sr Irene taught. The pilgrims
had a tour of New Norcia and St Gertrude’s, as well as meeting Fr Robert and Sue Johnson. Sue
talked to the students about the type of teacher Sr Irene (Sr Bryan as she was known) was. The
pilgrims then enjoyed a beautiful mass in New Norcia before heading back home.
I would like to thank Mrs Barrowclough, Mrs Boscarino, Mr Marshall and Mrs White, as well as all
sisters, friends and family for their help, support and stories, that made this trip unforgettable for all.
Most importantly I would like to thank the pilgrims for buying into the journey and making it one of the
best camps I have been on.
Below are some of the pilgrims’ reflections.
Irene's Pilgrimage was an experience I will never forget. I was surrounded by so many amazing people
and have formed close bonds with people I wouldn't normally talk to. The bus rides singing songs,
dancing, visiting sacred spaces, meeting people who knew Irene and visiting places of significance to
her were all so incredible. My favourite part of the journey was meeting Bernadette McCormack. It was
really special to meet someone so close to her who knew her the most. We were able to ask her
questions about Sr Irene's life and learn more about her. Throughout this experience I have learnt so
much about myself, Sr Irene and others. Not only did we learn a lot, we had so much fun and have
created so many memories none of us will ever forget. I would highly recommend everyone apply for
this opportunity as it is and incredible life experience ~ Libby Sprague 10MA
Irene’s Pilgrimage was an enlightening experience that allowed for personal growth, as well as
community growth. Seeing the human side of Sr Irene and putting a face to the name, creates a deeper
understanding of what IMCC means. Learning about Sr Irene forces you to learn about yourself, to
discover the everyday things she did that make a difference and how we can do what she did. We were
challenged to look into Sr Irene’s past and learn about what it means to be part of IMCC. Seeing the
emotion people had talking about Irene, characterises her as the wonderful person I now know she
was. There’s a huge difference between hearing teachers talk about Sr Irene’s life compared to people
she knew and talked to. We were challenged to embody Sr Irene’s personality through multiple
activities along the way. Sr Irene was very active and energised. From long bus rides to Mass on
Sunday morning, the trip represents Sr Irene. I’m grateful for this opportunity and forever indebted to
Sr Irene for the life she led and what she taught me. ~ Charlotte Ward 10EB
The Pilgrimage for me was an eye-opening experience and I’m glad I was part of it. From the first
second to the very last second it was an experience that I will not forget and was one of the best camps
at the College I have been a part of. Learning more about Sr Irene was very interesting and sad at the
same time. ~ Brandon Hannaby 10DB
Mr Jeremy Carbone
Irene’s Pilgrimage Coordinator

Catholic Performing Arts Festival
The 2021 Catholic Performing Arts Festival drew to a close last Monday, 13th September with the Spirit
of the Arts Festival, held at the RAC arena. The evening celebrated the most outstanding performances
from each section of the Festival, with a variety of items showcased by Primary and Secondary Soloists,
Groups and Ensembles.

The evening also included the Shield presentations of the most outstanding items from each section. This
year, our College received the Dr Carmen Lawrence Award for the Actors’ Hub and Year 12 student, Kya
Moreno received the Sisters of St John of God Award for vocal secondary solo. We congratulate Kya and
the students of the Actors’ Hub, and Mrs Tammy Brankstone for their wonderful achievement.
Congratulations to all our students on their outstanding performances and to those receiving Awards.
Shield and Scholarship Recipients:
Kya Moreno - Vocal Secondary Solo, Sisters of St John of God Award
Actors’ Hub - Dr Carmen Lawrence Award
Outstanding Awards - Actors’ Hub, Poppy Dillon, Anya Solaz McGann, Kya Moreno, Charlotte Mullins.
Excellence Awards - Guitar Ensemble, Matilda Dillon, Aylah Moore, Kyan Newton, Hannah Watson,
Lachlan Wild.
Merit Awards - Junior Dance Troupe, Senior Dance Troupe, Year 7 Actors’ Hub, Year 11 Rock Band,
Joshua Barnett, Cian Butler, Rosemary Crowe, Skylar-Blu McNamara, Ciara Mack, Merryn Temple,
Andrew Wong.
Mrs Erica Royle
Head of Performing Arts

St Francis of Assisi Visit
On Monday, 13th August, the Year 7
Extension Religion Education class visited
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Primary
School to teach the Year 3 students about
the Sacraments of Initiation.
The class had worked on a book, which
they presented to the Year 3 students.
Students enjoyed seeing the children smile
and have fun whilst learning why the
Sacraments are a meaningful part of the
Christian life.

The excursion taught students about the
significance of how these Sacraments bring
people closer to God.
Thank you to Mr Ballantyne and all the staff
who made this experience possible.
Althea Rocillo 7DA

Student Absence
If a student is away for one or more school days, it is necessary for a parent to contact the College to
notify us of their absence in writing.
Notification must be received before 8.30am on the day of the student’s absence:
Absentee Email: absentee@imcc.wa.edu.au
Mr Darren Ballantyne
Assistant Deputy Principal Year 7

Grandparents’ Morning Tea
The Grandparents’ Morning Tea, which would have been held this week, has been rescheduled to
Wednesday, 27th October in Term 4 in the Paul Rafter Centre.
It will commence at 8.45am with a brief Liturgy, followed by Morning Tea and tour of the College.
Invitations to Year 7 and 8 families will be sent shortly.
Mr Andrew Donaldson
Assistant Deputy Principal Campus Ministry

COVID-19 Update
With the lead up to the Term 3 break we pass on the following information for the Western Australian
Health Department and Catholic Education WA.
Vaccinations
From 13th September 2021, all Western Australians aged 12 and over are eligible for a COVID-19
vaccine. Information on WA’s Vaccination Program can be found on the Healthy WA website. The
WA Government would like all Year 12 students to be vaccinated ahead of their end of year exams
and leavers' week. Their plan is that all Year 11 and Year 12 students will get priority access to the
Pfizer vaccine through government-run clinics. We are awaiting further direction and clarity from
Department of Health and will provide this as soon as possible.
Vaccination is now open for Western Australians aged 12-16 at all State-run vaccination clinics.
Bookings are essential. Parents and guardians can register their children as a dependant under their
account and book them an appointment by visiting Roll up for WA.
All eligible Western Australians are encouraged to get the COVID-19 vaccine.

Interstate Travel
With the school holidays approaching, if there is consideration for students to travel interstate for any
reason, could you please contact your son or daughter’s Year level Assistant Deputy Principal.
Appropriate arrangements need to be in place should circumstances change and they are required to
hotel self-quarantine on return to Western Australia, or are unable to re-enter the state.

Clarkson Library Visit
On Wednesday, 15th September,
Mrs Kim Boscarino and I visited
Clarkson Library to gift copies of
the College History Book, Prayer
Service
Justice,
Irene
McCormack Catholic College:
The First 20 Years 2002-2021 to
the City of Wanneroo Libraries.
The books were received by
Mayor Tracey Roberts JP, City of
Wanneroo,
who
regularly
supports our College at events
throughout the year.
The College History Book is
available to purchase at a cost of
$10 from the College Reception or
complete the online order form.

Mrs Rosalie Richardson
Music Secretary/Marketing Officer

Uniform Shop
Students are required to wear summer uniform from the start of Term 4. Please check uniform items
are the correct fit.
Summer uniform:
Boys - grey shorts, dark grey socks and white short-sleeved shirt.
Girls - dress, summer socks.

The school jumper, not sports jacket, may be worn with the summer uniform in Term 4.
The sizing kit for blazers has arrived in readiness for 2022 orders. Existing students who may need a
larger blazer for 2022, please visit the Uniform Shop and place your order by Tuesday, 12th October
2021.
For new students in 2022, please visit the Uniform Shop early to place uniform orders. New items
may be returned or refunded.
Volunteer helpers are most welcome in the Uniform Shop. Help is needed on Tuesdays from 3.00pm4.00pm and Thursdays from 8.00am-9.00am, and during late nights and holiday openings. Please
contact Merlyn.Waite@cewa.edu.au. No experience is necessary.
The Uniform Shop will be open late, as below, for blazer fittings and summer uniform for all new and
existing students.
Extended Trading (in addition to normal trading hours)
Tuesday 21st September 12noon-5.00pm
Thursday 23rd September 8.00am-1.30pm (last day of term)
Normal Trading Hours
Tuesday 12noon-4.00pm
Thursday 8.00am-11.00am
Holiday Trading
Tuesday 5th October
Thursday 8th October

8.30am-11.30am and 12noon-3.30pm
8.30am-11.30am and 12noon-3.30pm

The shop will recommence for Term 4 on Tuesday, 12th October 2021 starting from 8.00am- 10.00am
then 12noon-4.00pm). This is the last day for blazer orders.
Mrs Lyn Waite
Uniform Shop Coordinator

Scholarships 2022

Community News
Located at Kingsbridge Park, Butler.
Next season moving to the home field at
Halesworth Park, Butler. Vacancies are
closing fast for Junior Baseball players.
Join the newest Premiership Winning
Club in the northern corridor. The club
also has tee-ball for ages 5+. For more
info www.alkimosballclub.com.au

Mr Robert Marshall
Principal

