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Earth Care Youth Summit

On Friday, 3rd September, Owen Bryant, Kaelan Evans, Joshua Grobbelaar, Maxwell Johnston,
Georgina Murray and Mrs Peters, attended the inaugural Catholic Earth Care Youth Summit held in
Western Australia at Aquinas College. Catholic Earthcare is a program of Caritas Australia and is the
ecological agency established by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. The mission is to care
for and protect creation, and to respond to Laudato Si.
The day started with a Welcome to Country followed by an address about the importance of caring
for creation from Auxiliary Bishop Donald Sproxton DD and Deacon Paul Reid. Students were inspired
after learning about Pope Francis’ second encyclical ‘Laudato Si', which entailed caring for our
common home, as well as consumerism, irresponsible development, environmental degradation and
global warming. After a few icebreakers getting to know the other students, we discussed the pressing
issues of the 21st century, and were tasked with educating ourselves with upcoming solutions and
sustainability initiatives to implement at our own schools.
We identified the goals we had for the College and decided on forming an entirely youth-led
committee, dedicated to ecological justice and sustainability, inspiring more sustainable lifestyles
within our school.
We were fortunate to be part of the day, empowering and fostering discussion between students who
are willing to undertake advocacy, and action against irresponsible ecological decisions.
Kaelan Evans 10EA and Maxwell Johnston 10DA
Parish Information
Clarkson Parish
St Andrew’s Catholic Church
Parish Priest, Fr Dariusz (Darek)
Krzysztalowicz SDS
Tel: 9407 7512
E: standrewsclarkson@gmail.com
http://www.standrewsclarkson.com/

Yanchep & Lancelin Pastoral Area
Parish Priest, Fr. Augustine Puthota.
Tel: 9561 2172

Ocean Reef Parish
St Simon Peter Catholic Church
Parish Priest, Fr. Franciszek Kot
Tel: 9300 4885
E: stsimon@westnet.com.au

ACC Athletics
Wishing our ACC Athletics team
all the very best for the ACC
Carnival
on
Friday,
17th
September. A full report will
feature in the McCormack
Messenger in the next couple of
weeks.

Year 7-9 Students are Armed for Life

Adam and Elysia from Armed for Life (www.armedforlife.com.au) visited the College on Wednesday
to work with our Years 7-9 students.
Elissa ran the Resilience and Bullying sessions for Year 7 girls, the Bullying and Self Esteem session
for Year 8 girls, and the Real Beauty session for Year 9 girls.
Adam worked with the boys, speaking about Resilience and Bullying with Year 7 students, Respect
and Bullying with Year 8 students, finishing the day with Year 9 boys and speaking about how to be
a healthy man with the Real Men session.
These topics were selected specifically for each year group to support students when faced with these
issues. We look forward to having Adam and the Armed for Life team back at the College, to build
on the great work from Wednesday’s workshops.
I liked the talk about how to stop bullying. I liked the stories that were told from their time at school.
The rock paper scissors game was fun too - Zach 7DB

Adam talked about resilience and how to use it. For example, when you are in a situation and
someone is in your face and you have walked away. You need to have the power to get over it, move
on and not carry it with you - Bryce 7GB
Details of two holiday camps that Adam will be running for students across the state are in the
Community News section of this week’s newsletter. These camps are very popular, with places filling
up very quickly.
Mr Darren Ballantyne
Assistant Deputy Principal Year 7

Year 7 Science - Zoo Excursion

On Friday, 27th August, all Year 7 students visited Perth Zoo, as part of the Year 7 Biology Science
Course. During the day, we explored the zoo and worked on a booklet related to class work. We also
attended a session on Fantastic Beasts and How To Name Them, which gave us a further
understanding into why classification is an essential key to animal conservation.
The highlights of our day were being able to see and interact with many different animals, such as the
blue-tongued lizard and the Stimson’s Python. We enjoyed taking photos and engaging in discussion
about the animals in the zoo.
Students couldn’t stop talking about how wonderful their day was and how amazing the animals were.
The day was a great success, teaching us about taxonomy and the importance of wildlife.Thank you
to attending staff, as well as parents who gave up their time to assist with the day and helped to make
it a success.
Althea Rocillo 7DA and Tish Perez 7GB

Creations Exhibition
We extend an invitation to all parents, students and staff for the opening of the 2021 Creations
Exhibition. This year’s exhibition will be held in the Paul Rafter Centre on Tuesday, 14th September
(Week 9) at 6.00pm and showcases a variety of works from Years 7-12 in the areas of Visual Arts,
Photography, Design & Technology and Fashion & Textiles.
Guests will be able to cast their vote on the opening night for the People’s Choice Award, with the
winning students being awarded a $30 gift card. Awards will also be presented to students who have
created outstanding pieces of work during the year.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Ms Emily George
Acting Head of Visual Art

Science Café Excursion

On Wednesday, 25th August, 16 students from the Year 10 Science Extension Class had the
opportunity to attend the Science Café at the University of Western Australia. Approximately 25 other
schools from the Perth metropolitian area also attended. We were arranged into tables to listen to
numerous engaging STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) professionals
speak about the many possible career pathways that STEM can offer. The talks gave us an insight
into their careers, and detailed their daily duties and responsibilities.
One of the highlights of the day was the Personal Choice session, which allowed us to approach a
professional who was working in an area that piqued our interest. This gave us the chance to ask
questions and decide if this was an area we would like to pursue in the future.
Keynote speaker, Dr Paola Magni, a forensic biologist, spoke about some prime strategies to adopt
to help achieve our highest potential. She emphasised that to achieve our goals, the following areas
are important - building connections in STEM, having support people in your life, effective timemanagement and resilience.
The information and insights we gained over the course of the day sparked interest in possible STEM
pathways and for many, increased a passion to follow a career in STEM. The Science Café opened
our eyes to the many and varied opportunities available in the STEM world.
Juiceauna Bishay 10DB & Tiffany Cruz 10GA

Surfboard Raffle
Continuing celebrations of the College 20-year Anniversary, a ‘Mini Malibu’ surfboard has been
produced for raffle by Mr Tim Warren, Design and Digital Technology teacher, as part of the College
Surfboard Making Club. It is a great board for beginners as well as advanced riders and will be a
wonderful single fin board for summer.
Raffle tickets are now on sale from the College Office for $20 each, with proceeds going to the College
Fundraising Account. The raffle winner will be announced at Creations Exhibition opening evening,
on Tuesday, 14th September.
Mr Rob Deurloo
Head of Design and Digital Technology

Art Camp

The annual Art Camp was held during Week 7 at Point Walter Recreation Centre in Bicton. Students
from Year 10 Specialist Art, and the Year 11 and 12 ATAR classes, spent three intensive days
focusing on producing creative works responding to their given themes.
For Year 10 students, the camp consisted of intensive skill-based drawing and painting workshops,
as well as taking photos by the river, which will be used as inspiration for future Impressionist-style
landscape artworks.

Year 11 ATAR students tested out different art materials, developed ideas and sketches, and had
one-on-one discussions with teachers to develop their artwork concepts. The Year 12 ATAR students
spent the three days working on their final artworks and refining their artistic skills.
The camp was a fantastic experience for all Visual Arts students and staff, and we look forward to
displaying some of the work in the upcoming Creations Exhibition in Week 9.
Ms Emily George
Acting Head of Visual Art

Poem Forest: Nature Poetry Prize 2021
“Poetry is the clear expression of mixed feelings” - W.H Auden
Selected students involved in a gifted and talented English group have been working hard after school
this term, preparing exciting poetry submissions for the national Poem Forest Competition for 2021.
The Poem Forest Competition brief was to submit a single poem of no more than 20 lines, linked to
the theme of nature. Our students have produced some exceptionally astute offerings regarding our
natural world and its decline, sending a poignant message regarding the importance of appreciating
our surroundings. Below are two of our exciting entries from Year 11 student, Krystel Gapuzan and
Year 9 student, Charlotte Donovan.
Captured by Krystel Gapuzan
Inside the glass box, wonders have been captured.
Protected by screens, children see with film over their eyes,
through the haze of monotony,
the beauty of earth.
They ache. Hunger consumes them. Craving consumes them.
Eyes devour passing images.
Verdant fields. Towering trees. Crystalline oceans.
The brown sky looms.
We, with our necks bent, warped, limp, as if hanging from a noose,
stare, longingly, at visions of water that cannot reflect.
Failing to recall when we were not trapped in this unholy union,
we resume, oblivious to all that is lost.
We, unfulfilled, are content, pacified,
with the stale leftovers of what once was,
occupied by flashing lights and shiny objects.
Outside of the warmth of captivity,
the world is bare.
Concrete Forest by Charlotte Donovan
Where once lived a tree,
Now stands a building.
Cold, Hard, Sturdy.
I yearn for, more than anything,
to run to the tree,
to feel its devoted arms encompass
me whole,
to wander aimlessly through its open doors.
But instead, I am trapped forever
In this forest of concrete

Its leaves, as still as death.
Its branches, menacing claws of the raven.
And now
even the clouds share my tears of
Grief.
Where I hide my sorrow,
the sun cannot reach.
The team will also be competing at StoryFest, another national poetry submission competition, later
this year.
Miss Chelsea Sidaway
English Teacher

Year 12 Outdoor Education Expedition
On 14th August I was
fortunate to take part in the
most
amazing
camp,
kayaking and snorkelling
in Exmouth. We set off on
the bus on Saturday at
6.00am,
arriving
in
Carnarvon for the night.
After setting off early the
next day and around 16
hours driving, we set up
our first beach camp in
Cape Range National Park
in Exmouth.
Over the period of three
days, the 14 students
kayaked 40 km, starting at
Bungalup
campsite
through to Neds Camp.
During our journey we
snorkelled five different locations - Osprey Bay offshore snorkel, Pilgramunna Bommies, Turquoise
Bay, Blue Lagoon and Lakeside. All sites were very pleasing on the eye with their fluorescent, vibrant
colours and multicoloured marine animals.
Over the three days we were fortunate enough to glimpse several turtles, stingrays, octopus, reef
sharks and even a hammerhead shark. We also encountered hundreds of multi-coloured fish such as
parrotfish, angel fish, butterfly fish, anemone fish, tiny little box fish, as well as larger fish and a giant
cod and many others.
As a passionate marine and ocean lover, I felt incredibly fortunate to have been one of the 14 students
who took part in this camp. We were blessed with the most beautiful weather. Our teachers, who
have been running the expedition for 10 years, remarked that we had the best weather.
I couldn’t say one bad thing about this trip. Thank you to Mr Bright, Mrs Lasscock and Mr Gullen, for
constantly keeping the expedition running. I was able to tick hundreds of goals off my bucket list and
more. I fell in love with Exmouth, as would anyone lucky enough to visit there. The tears that may
have come out on the journey home were tears of a fantastic time. I’m positive we will all be visiting
you again soon Exy. The most amazing three days ever.
Chanel Collins 12EB, Campus Ministry Prefect

Year 12 Marine and Maritime Studies
Recreational Skipper’s Ticket Excursion
On Tuesday, 25th August, the Year 12 Marine and Maritime Studies students visited Hillarys Boat
Harbour to be assessed for their Recreational Skipper’s Ticket. The assessment comprised of a 40question theory test with a required pass mark of 85%, followed by two hours of training by a trainerassessor on a recreational boat in the harbour.
Feedback from students highlighted the value of spending class time on boat theory and navigational
practice, with most students utilising the many online quizzes and self-tests available through the
Department of Transport website and Perth Boat School website.
Students were excited for the experience of driving a boat and testing their skills. Many remarked on
being pleased to obtain the ticket and see the course through to completion, while having an
enjoyable day out on the water on a surprisingly sunny August day.

Mr Jon Barry
Marine & Maritime Studies Teacher

RUOK? Day

RUOK? is a non-profit suicide prevention organisation that advocates for people to have
conversations with others. This tremendous organisation seeks to support those struggling with their
mental health, and prevent the ramifications of depression and anxiety from taking someone’s
life. RUOK? Day is a National Day of Action to remind everyone that every day is a day to ask, ‘Are
you ok?’ It is a day where Australians nationwide connect with each other and encourage each other
to seek further support.
On Thursday this week, each Care Group received RUOK? wristbands as a reminder for everyone to
check in with their friends and see how they are going. No one knows what’s happening behind the
scenes of someone’s life, and that’s why it is important to see how they are going and to support them
through difficult times. We all go through
tough times, and we can all help and
support each other to prevent suicide
within our community.
Thank you to the Year 12 Hospitality
students who baked cupcakes and
delivered them to teachers, to check that
they are okay.
Simon Furneau 12GB, Head Boy

Year 7 and 9 NAPLAN Results 2021
We have received the NAPLAN results for all Year 7 and 9 students who took the assessments.
Parents can access NAPLAN reports through SEQTA Engage, Reports section. All Year 7 and 9
parents have been contacted regarding how to access the report. For further information about
NAPLAN please follow the link NAPLAN Parent Information
If you have any questions regarding your child's results, please do not hesitate to contact their
Assistant Deputy Principal.

Focus of the Week
As we come towards the end of Term 3, there are some issues with students’ personal appearance
that have been brought to my attention. Consequently, we will be implementing ‘Focus of the Week’
for the remaining two weeks of the term.

The focus will be on all uniform policy breaches. Students in breach of the focus will be issued a lunch
detention on that day. This initiative will begin at the start of next week, Monday, 13th September.
Staff will also be highlighting students who consistently adhere to the uniform policy, and issue positive
feedback and referrals.
I appreciate your support in addressing these issues and praising those students who consistently
uphold the Student Code of Conduct.
Mr Andrew Billingsley
Deputy Principal

2021 Five-a-side Soccer Competition
Every year, usually during Term 4, I organise an Interschool 5-a-side Soccer Competition which runs
throughout the term. The format is very similar to the World Cup, with teams placed into groups and
then the top teams in each group progress to the knockout stage. The competition is open to all
students and staff. Last year’s winners were the Staff team, ‘The McCormack Choppers’, so they will
be looking to defend their title.
Games take place straight after school, only last 20 minutes and each team will be guaranteed at
least three matches - one match each week. Teams can be all girls, all boys, mixed and can consist
of members from different Year Groups.
If you would like to participate, please email tony.summers@cewa.edu.au with your team name
(appropriate please), the names of each student in your team and their Care Groups. Registrations
close on Wednesday 22nd September (Week 10), but don’t delay - send it in now. Good luck.
Mr Tony Summers
Five-a-side Soccer Coordinator

20 Year History Book
The College History Book is available to purchase at a cost of $10 from the College Reception or
complete the online order form. Copies will also be on sale at the Creations Exhibition next week.
https://www.imcc.wa.edu.au/images/events/20_Year_History_Book_Order_Form.pdf

Uniform Shop
Students are required to wear summer uniform from the start of Term 4. Please check uniform items
are the correct fit.
Summer uniform:
Boys - grey shorts, dark grey socks and white short-sleeved shirt.
Girls - dress, summer socks.
The school jumper, not sports jacket, may be worn with the summer uniform in Term 4.
The sizing kit for blazers has arrived in readiness for 2022 orders. Existing students who may need a
larger blazer for 2022, please visit the Uniform Shop and place your order by Tuesday, 12th October
2021.
For new students in 2022, please visit the Uniform Shop early to place uniform orders. New items
may be returned or refunded.
Volunteer helpers are most welcome in the Uniform Shop. Help is needed on Tuesdays from 3.00pm4.00pm and Thursdays from 8.00am-9.00am, and during late nights and holiday openings. Please
contact Merlyn.Waite@cewa.edu.au. No experience is necessary.
The Uniform Shop will be open late, as below, for blazer fittings and summer uniform for all new and
existing students.
Extended Trading (in addition to normal trading hours)
Tuesday 7th September
12noon-5.00pm
Tuesday 21st September 12noon-5.00pm
Thursday 23rd September 8.00am-1.30pm (last day of term)
Normal Trading Hours
Tuesday 12noon-4.00pm
Thursday 8.00am-11.00am
Holiday Trading
Tuesday 5th October
Thursday 8th October

8.30am-11.30am and 12noon-3.30pm
8.30am-11.30am and 12noon-3.30pm

The shop will recommence for Term 4 on Tuesday, 12th October 2021 starting from 8.00am- 10.00am
then 12noon-4.00pm). This is the last day for blazer orders.
Mrs Lyn Waite
Uniform Shop Coordinator

Community News

Mr Robert Marshall
Principal

